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Union Usury 


Every year there are urgent calls for more 
money for our schools and for police and 
firefighters. Teachers’ unions have brought 
our education from the first place in the 
world to the level of Zimbabwe. They 
“negotiate” for their salaries and perks 
with school boards consisting mainly of 
former leaders of teachers’ unions. As 
for other government employees’ unions, 
such as the Postal Service and Amtrak, 
they are thoroughly bankrupt, and in dire 
need of more taxpayer money, year after 
year, just like our teachers. After 45 years 
of the teachers’ unions’ dictatorship, we 
have now three generations of illiterate 
nincompoops voting for Marxists and for 
eco-Nazis of the Democrat Party. 

These are simple and incontrovertible 
rules for all unions: 1) Given time every 
union will fall into the hands of either the 
communists or the Mafia (which is less 
dangerous since it can be bribed). 2) The 
unions will then destroy the industry in 
which they “work”: See steel, automobile, 
textile, electronics, apparel, appliances, 
plumbing supplies, lighting, kitchenware, 
shoes, furniture, shipbuilding, tractors, 
construction equipment, etc. Some of these 
enterprises can save themselves for a time 
by outsourcing abroad, but government ser- 
vices cannot be thus saved. 3) Government 
employees’ unions are by definition crimi- 
nal conspiracies against the people, and 
should therefore be routinely prosecuted 
under the RICO Act laws. 

Finally, let me mention policemen and 
firefighters unions perennially sucking 
the public teat until various city bank- 
ruptcies may one day put the end to their 
criminal abuses. 

Marc JERIC 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


Campaigner-in-Chief 
Is it just me or does anyone else take 
issue with our president traveling the 
country over, spending literally millions 
of taxpayer dollars campaigning and fun- 
draising for his reelection, and not doing 
his job? I am not paying him to be the 
“Campaigner-in-Chief.” 

There is something seriously wrong 
when we allow this. 

Who else can take literally “months off” 
from their job to pursue private/personal 
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initiatives and not get fired? Even if much 

of the money is coming from campaign 

donations, it is wrong, and I think Con- 
gress should put a stop to this nonsense. 

Let him do it on his own time with his 

own money! 
CAPTAIN JIM GREEN 
Heber City, Utah 


Calling Attention to Crisis 


Id like to congratulate you on an excellent 
article (“Genocide & Communism Threat- 
en South Africa,’ November 5 issue), very 
accurately portraying conditions in South 
Africa. Your writer’s assertion that we’ve 
all been very cleverly duped by the com- 
munist ANC [African National Congress] 
regime is on the mark. The whole libera- 
tion struggle turned out to be nothing but 
a communist takeover. The real freedom 
many South Africans have hoped for is 
disappearing fast. 

As for your description of the murders 
and violence inflicted upon my commu- 
nity (the Afrikaners), again your reporting 
accurately depicts a nation under siege 
from a brutal genocidal regime. 

Words fail us in our gratitude to you, 
for giving our cause this platform. We can 
only hope that this bold and courageous 
step will act as a wake-up call to the rest 
of the world that communism isn’t dead — 
it is very much alive in South Africa. We 
see its tentacles reaching everywhere from 
its resistance to freedom of speech, own- 
ership of private property, nationalization, 
and the accompanying brutality meted out 
to those who resist. 

You'll find that violence is not the only 
tool employed by the ANC to annihilate 
my people; it very effectively makes use 
of affirmative action (job reservation) to 
strangle Afrikaners (whites) economically 
to death. It is estimated that up to 800,000 
men, women, and children are living in ab- 
ject poverty in squatter camps throughout 
South Africa in conditions that are beyond 
heart-rending. 

JACQUES MARE (THE AFRIKANER JOURNAL) 
Sent via e-mail 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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Unconventional Oil and Gas Industry Created 1.7 Million Jobs 


ment, creating a total of 1.7 million jobs this year, according to 
a study released October 23 by economic forecaster IHS Global 
Insight. That number could spike to 2.5 million by 2015, and 
to almost 3.5 million by 2035, creating “high-quality and high- 
paying” work at wages on average of about $35 an hour — “dra- 
matically higher” than the average $23 an hour for other jobs in 
the U.S. economy. 

The IHS report analyzed so-called “unconventional” oil and gas 
resources — including shale oil and gas, which is freed by hydrau- 
lic fracturing, or “fracking” — and how its growth is impacting the 
American economy. This capital-intensive industry relies heavily 
on suppliers in construction and heavy equipment, but it also de- 


mands a vast range of material and services, such as information 
technology and legal and financial services. About 80 percent of 
the jobs will be grounded on rigs or at firms supplying drillers, 
such as pipe manufacturers, while the rest will be “induced” jobs 
in other businesses, such as shops, restaurants, and hotels. 

THS assumes current regulations on fracking and other uncon- 
ventional oil and natural gas development will remain unchanged. 
The report comes as the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
is contemplating how to regulate fracking, which environmental- 
ists claim is a potential environmental and public health hazard. 

THS notes that the unconventional oil and gas industry is cur- 
rently regulated by the states because it is operating on private 
land. However, the EPA’s expansive history of regulation indi- 
cates that strictly state-administered regulations on fracking and 
other unconventional energy-production methods could be short- 
lived, critics suggest. 

This report illustrates an optimistic outlook for America’s en- 
ergy future — not to mention the economic growth, increased tax 
revenue, and millions of new jobs that arrive with these innova- 
tive production methods. A notable question, of course, is the 
political future of unconventional oil and gas, as IHS compiled 
its data based on current regulatory conditions. 

Government data show that “the US is on the fast track to 
becoming energy independent and an energy-producing super- 
power,’ economist Edward Yardeni suggested in an October 24 
online Fox Business article. However, “that’s as long as the US 
government doesn’t get in the way.” 


UN Seeking Global Internet Surveillance for Terror, Propaganda 


The United Nations and a coalition of its totalitarian-minded 
member governments are demanding that a global regulatory 
regime be imposed over the Internet, with concerns about “ter- 
rorism” becoming just the most recent argument advanced to sup- 
port the controversial scheme. In a report released October 22 in 
Vienna, the UN claimed a planetary agreement on surveillance, 
data retention, and more would be needed for “terror” purposes. 

The 148-page UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
report, entitled The Use of the Internet for Terrorist Purposes, 
presents a broad wish list of powers that self-styled international 
“authorities” believe are needed. It was prepared in collaboration 
with the UN “Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force,” 
which includes the World Bank, Interpol, the World Health Or- 
ganization, and the International Monetary Fund as members. 

The document quickly sparked global concerns. Among the 
most alarming claims in the report is that “one of the major prob- 
lems confronting all law enforcement agencies is the lack of an 
internationally agreed framework for retention of data held by 
[Internet service providers].” 

In other words, the UN wants a planetary regime to force 
companies to spy on their customers, keep the data, and hand 
it over to authorities. The international organization noted ap- 
provingly that entities such as the European Union were already 


working to impose the measures. However, not all governments 
are on board yet, the report complained. 

“Potential terrorists use advanced communications technology, 
often involving the internet to reach a worldwide audience with 
relative anonymity and at a low cost,’ UNODC Executive Direc- 
tor Yury Fedotov said in releasing the report, citing arguments 
long relied upon by the Communist Chinese dictatorship to jus- 
tify its Orwellian censorship of the Internet. 

For Internet freedom activists, though, government regula- 
tion or control of the Internet is off the table and non-negotiable. 
First of all, the U.S. Constitution does not allow even the fed- 
eral government to regulate the Web, much less the UN; and if 
either gets its foot in 
the door, restoring 
liberty online would 
be extremely difficult. 
Even if it were consti- 
tutional, however, ac- 
tivists say letting any 
government regulate 
the Internet would be 
a terrible idea for nu- 
merous reasons. 
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French Youth Movement Opposes Islamization 


In France, a new youth movement is targeting the negative influ- 
ence Islam is having on French society. “Generation Identitaire” 
(Generation Identity) has issued a video, Declaration of War, in 
response to what is perceived to be an Islamist war against West- 
ern society: “We are the generation who get killed for glancing 
at the wrong person, for refusing someone a cigarette, or having 
an ‘attitude’ that annoys someone.” 

The event that has brought Generation Identitaire into the glob- 
al spotlight is the construction of a mosque in the French city of 
Poitiers. On October 20, approximately 60 members of the youth 
organization occupied the mosque in order to protest the spread- 
ing influence of Islam within French society. 

The group targeted the Poitiers mosque because of its proxim- 
ity to the site of one of the most famous battles in European his- 
tory. In A.D. 732, the Battle of Poitiers (also called the Battle of 
Tours) was the event that stopped the advancing Muslim armies 
that had already overtaken Spain and were threatening to sweep 
through the rest of Western Europe. Under Charles Martel, the in- 
vading force was halted, but at a substantial cost in lives. Genera- 
tion Identitaire’s brief occupation of the mosque in Poitiers came 


on the anniversary of the battle, and was intended to remind their 
fellow citizens of the tremendous price paid in past generations 
to prevent the Islamization of the country. 

The group makes their views clear on their website, which 
bears the statement: “We do not want more immigration from 
outside Europe or new mosque construction on French soil.” 
Although the media has been quick to label the youth organiza- 
tion as “far right,” a recent poll of public opinion in France finds 
their views to be well within the mainstream of a society that is 
wary of the growing influence of Islam. An October 26 article 
for France 24.com summarized the study, noting “six out of ten 
French people believe the influence of Islam in France is ‘too big’ 
and 43 percent see the religion as a ‘threat’ to national identity.” 

Only 17 percent of respondents believed Islam “enriched” 
France’s culture, and two-thirds of people surveyed said they 
thought French Muslims and people of Muslim origin were not 
well integrated into French society. Among them, 68 percent 
blamed this lack of integration on Muslims’ “refusal to integrate,” 
while roughly half said they believed it was a result of “insur- 
mountable cultural differences.” 


DHS Proposes Cybersecurity Education to Begin in Kindergarten 


Janet 
Napolitano 
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In an effort to embolden the next generation of cyber profession- 
als, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is devising an 
initiative to encourage and equip young Americans with knowl- 
edge and skills in the science of cybersecurity. In an October 26 
blog entitled “Inspiring the Next Generation of Cyber Profes- 
sionals,” DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano announced a plan to 
extend “the scope of cyber education” beyond the federal labor 
force through the National Initiative for Cybersecurity Education 
(NICE), targeting students from kindergarten all the way up to 
post-graduate school. 

Napolitano spoke at the Women in International Security con- 
ference on October 25, hosted by the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, about what she branded as one of the “most 
urgent and important issues facing our nation — cybersecurity.” 
She explained how her agency was formulating a cyber-work- 
force composed of skilled and highly qualified workers to con- 
trive innovative techniques to combat this plaguing issue. 
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“Their mission is to bolster formal cybersecurity education 
programs encompassing kindergarten through 12th grade, higher 
education and vocational programs, with a focus on the science, 
technology, engineering and math disciplines to provide a pipe- 
line of skilled workers for the private sector and government,” the 
NICE website explains. 

While cyber-crimes could pose a devastating threat to Ameri- 
can businesses, critics are questioning the freedom-related 
implications of government action, as regulations and govern- 
ment-private sector alliances could impede civil liberties. One 
bill brought to the table late last year would establish a quasi- 
governmental entity, called the National Information Sharing 
Organization (NISO), which would be staged as a clearinghouse 
for exchanging relevant information regarding cyber threats and 
vulnerabilities. 

Many civil liberties groups and freedom-minded lawmakers 
have expressed concern over such legislation, as these policies 
could lead to privacy rights violations. Gregory Nojeim, senior 
counsel at the Center for Democracy & Technology, a public in- 
terest organization working to maintain an open and free Internet, 
believes a completely privately run organization would be an ef- 
fective mode to combat cybersecurity threats, but that govern- 
mental involvement could lead to unfortunate civil consequences. 

“Approaches to cybersecurity that would eliminate pseudony- 
mous and anonymous speech online would put privacy at risk, 
chill free expression and erode the Internet’s essential open- 
ness,” Nojeim asserted in a May 2009 congressional testimony. 
“As the founders of our country recognized, anonymity and 
pseudonymity play essential roles in allowing political views 
to be aired.” 
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Secretary of Defense’s Refusal 
to Label Fort Hood Attack “Terror” Elicits Response 

“Based on all the facts, it is inconceivable to us that the De- 
partment of Defense and the Army continue to label this attack 
‘workplace violence’ in spite of all the evidence that clearly 
proves the Fort Hood shooting was an act of terror.” 

U.S. Representatives John Carter and Michael McCaul, both 
Texas Republicans, referred to the 2009 murderous rampage con- 
ducted by Major Nidal Hasan in their letter sent to Secretary of 


Defense Leon Panetta. i ) a John 
McCaul om Carter 
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Doctor Shortage Becoming Critical 

“This is a national problem across the board, and it is going to get much worse.” 

The nationwide shortage of doctors is more than 13,000 and is expected to grow to 10 times that 
amount within 12 years, according to the Association of Medical Colleges. Christiane Mitchell, 
the association’s director of medical affairs, points to an aging population needing care while many 
doctors are retiring. 


Real Unemployment Rate 

Nearly Three Times Published Figure of 7.8 Percent 

“Economist John Williams used more traditional methodologies and 
definitions to show the real unemployment rate to be a staggering 22.8 
percent.” 

Congressman Ron Paul believes “Shadow Government Statistics” cre- 
ator John Williams is a more reliable student of our nation’s unemploy- 
ment figures than the government’s number-crunching bureaucrats, 
who do not take into account involuntary part-timers or the unemployed 
who’ve given up looking for work. 
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South Africa’s President Suspected of Enormous Graft 

“He hasn’t built anything for us. He has only built for himself.” 
President Jacob Zuma, once a member of the murderous wing of the African National Congress known 
as “Spear of the Nation,” resides in a palatial mansion surrounded by dozens of dwellings, a helicopter 
pad, and several sports fields. He is considered corrupt by many black South Africans, including Phin- 
dile Sithole, the matriarch of the middle-class Sithole family who lives nearby. 


Pine Beetle Causing Grave Worries for Timber Industry 

“Twenty-four sawmills have shut down in British Columbia because there’s just no wood.” 

The tree-destroying insect, known as dendroctonus pederosae, has chewed its way into an estimated 45 
million forest acres and destroyed 12 percent of the forest land west of the Mississippi. Jim Girvan of 
the International Wood Markets Group contributed to a report about the worrisome infestation. 


China Embarks on Tiny Housing 

“Urban residents in China have no right to live in large houses.” 

China’s largest property developer, China Vanke, has created apartments that are 160 square feet (about 
the size of a parking space at a mall). The firm’s chairman, Se aa at 
Wang Shi, expressed his view in a book he co-authored. Ss - Shen r 
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An Endorsement That Contains No Surprise Whatsoever 
“We enthusiastically endorse President Obama for a second 
term, and express the hope that his victory will be accom- 
panied by a new Congress willing to work for policies that 
Americans need.” 
The October 28 issue of the New York Times registered its 
preference for president based on Obama’s record regarding 
healthcare, the economy, foreign policy, and civil rights. J 
— COMPILED BY JOHN F. McMANus 
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IN EVERY ASPECT OF OUR LIVES 


On January 1, 2013, many new taxes are set to begin — for you and everyone else. 
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by Jack Kenny 


renda has raised seven children 
and still has two teenagers liv- 
ing at home. One is still in high 
school, while the other, a recent gradu- 
ate, has been able to find only a part-time 
job. Her husband’s company hasn’t given 
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a pay raise in three years and Brenda 
supplements the income from her own 
part-time job by waitressing at a local 
restaurant two or three nights a week. 
Family vacations went out of the house- 
hold budget years ago, and the minor lux- 
ury of eating out once a week has been 
supplanted by an occasional sending out 


for pizza. Faced with rising prices at the 
gas pump, the supermarket, and various 
points in between, Brenda (not her real 
name) is used to finding ways to scrimp 
and save to feed her family. 

“IT use cheaper cuts of meat, or I buy 
stuff when it’s on sale, or I buy in bulk,” 
she said. “You have to really be on your 
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toes and be aware of how much you’re 
spending.” She wonders how retirees on 
Social Security are surviving, but con- 
cludes, “Working families are not much 
better off.” 

The budget squeeze Brenda describes 
is common to millions of American fami- 
lies trying to earn and save enough to pay 
for the necessities of life. Yet unless Con- 
gress and the White House can agree by 
year’s end on an extension of tax cuts that 
have been in place for most of the past de- 
cade, workers will see an increase in the 
taxes taken out of their paychecks next 
year and a loss in the amount they claim 
for deductions when it comes time to pay 
their 2013 taxes. 


Taxmageddon 

The increases have been dubbed “Tax- 
mageddon,” named after the Battle of Ar- 
mageddon, foretold in the Book of Rev- 
elation, that is to occur at the end of this 
age. Chances are the world won’t come to 
an end on New Year’s Day, 2013, but for 
millions of Americans, it may become a 
more expensive place to live in. The tax 
hikes, scheduled to take effect on Janu- 
ary 1, will take their toll on families at all 
economic levels, at an average of $3,500 
per household, according to the Tax Pol- 
icy Center (TPC), a joint project of the 
Urban Institute and the Brookings Institu- 
tion. The after-tax purchasing power of 
low- and middle-income Americans will 
be diminished, along with the capital 
available for investment from high-end 
earners. Some economists are warning 
that the combination of tax increases and 
spending cuts required by the sequestra- 
tion provision of the Budget Control Act 
of 2011 could knock an already weak 
economy into another recession, adding 
to the ranks of the 12 million Americans 
officially counted as unemployed and 
the millions more who can find only 
part-time work, or have given up looking 
altogether. 

“It would probably lead to a recession 
early next year,’ predicted Doug Elmen- 
dorf, director of the Congressional Bud- 
get Office (CBO), unless Congress acts to 
halt the drive off what some are calling the 
“fiscal cliff” 

“You can call this a fiscal cliff?’ Sen. 
Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), ranking Repub- 
lican on the Senate Finance Committee, 
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said earlier this year. “You 
can call it Taxmageddon, as 
others have done. Whatever 
you call it, it will be a disas- 
ter for the middle class. And 
for the small businesses that 
will be the engine of our eco- 
nomic recovery.” 


And to All a Tax Hike 
The “holiday spirit” may be strained 
when the tax hikes, affecting some seven 
out of eight households, go into effect 
on January 1. Household incomes of 
between $108,226 to $143,000 will be 
taxed an additional $6,359, according to 
the Tax Policy Center. At the lower end 
of the scale, those with incomes of less 
than $20,113 a year will endure a tax hike 
of $412. The “marriage penalty,” result- 
ing from narrower tax brackets for mar- 
ried couples, will return on January 1, 
while the child tax credit will be cut in 
half, from $1,000 to $500 per child. The 
two-percent payroll tax cuts, the earned 
income tax credit, and the childcare tax 
credit are among the tax breaks scheduled 
to expire at the end of the year. Education 
tax credits, a number of business deduc- 
tions and credits, and deductions for state 
and local sales taxes are all scheduled to 
fall by the wayside. 

Even the silver lining in the dark fiscal 


Chances are the world won’t come to an 
end on New Year’s Day, 2013, but for 


millions of Americans, it may become a 
more expensive place to live in. 


clouds over the nation is likely to be prov- 
en a mirage. The Tax Policy Center fore- 
casts a $536 billion shower of new revenue 
for the federal government next year if the 
tax cuts aren’t extended, a windfall that 
would cut the more than $1 trillion-a-year 
deficit in half. The policy center’s forecast 
is higher than the Congressional Budget 
Office’s projections, but even the CBO 
estimate may turn out to be unduly opti- 
mistic if the economy tumbles into a reces- 
sion. More people out of work will mean 
less revenue from taxes and more money 
spent on unemployment compensation and 
other forms of assistance. 

“For a government that raises about $2.5 
trillion a year in revenue now, this would 
be a very large tax increase — about 20 
percent or more,’ Donald Marron, direc- 
tor of the Tax Policy Center, told Business 
Insider. For Eric Toder, a senior fellow at 
the Urban Institute, “part of the surprise 
was to me was how big the tax increase 
was, it’s just a huge, huge number.” 


\ * 
Where goes the money? Americans may be doing less shopping next year if new taxes push a weak 
economy back into recession. A person’s earnings can’t go for his own desires and the government’s. 
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It’s not free, you know: While some may still love “ObamaCare,” many who oppose it will like it 
even less when it’s time to pay all the taxes associated with the Affordable Care Act. 


Paying “A Little More” 
President Obama has said repeatedly he 
would sign a bill to extend the tax cuts 
only if it excludes households with in- 
comes of $250,000 or more, or individuals 
earning $200,000 and above. Those in the 
top tax bracket can afford to “pay a little 
more,” he insists, as they did in the ’90s 
when America prospered and 20 million 
new jobs were created. But the economic 
boom of the Clinton era was the result of 
a number of factors unrelated to tax policy. 
The end of the Cold War resulted in a dec- 
ade of lower military expenditures, the 
commercialization of the Internet fueled 
the expansion of the high-tech industry, 
and low interest rates and liberal lending 
policies created the “bubble” in the hous- 
ing market that finally burst in 2007-08, 
triggering the collapse of much of the na- 
tion’s finance industry. 

And the “little more” that those in the 


The tax hikes, scheduled to take effect on 
January 1, will take their toll on families 


at all economic levels, at an average of 
$3,500 per household, according to the 
Tax Policy Center. 


upper income levels would pay by a re- 
turn to the rates that preceded the Bush 
tax cuts would be a significant amount. 
The tax bite on a married couple with a 
combined income of $250,000 would 
increase from 33 to 36 percent, or from 
$83,000 to $90,000, not counting deduc- 
tions. The “top one percent,” those earning 
$500,000 or more, would see an average 
tax increase of $120,537 a year, according 
to the TPC figures, though the average is 
skewed by the increase on the top tenth 
of one percent, with earnings of $2.66 
million or more a year. That group will 
be looking at an average increase in their 
tax bill of $633,946, when the high-end 
portion of the tax cuts are eliminated and 
the reductions on long-term capital gains, 
dividends, and estate taxes expire. 

The increased taxes on the high earn- 
ers would bring an added $44 billion to 
the federal treasury, the TPC study antici- 
pates, though revenue from 
higher tax rates often proves 
elusive. The rich can afford 
to hire accountants learned 
in the mysteries of the tax 
code and able to steer money 
through the maze of variable 
rates, deductions, and ex- 
emptions to reduce tax liabil- 
ity. While competing studies 


offer different scenarios on the effect of 
the higher rates, the uncertainty is itself a 
barrier to the kind of investment that will 
create jobs and spur economic growth. 

“When you’re unsure about the future 
you freeze,” said Bill Dunkelberg, chief 
economist of the National Federation of 
Independent Businesses. “That’s what’s 
happening to consumers and small busi- 
ness owners. And that’s why economic 
growth is continuing to be slow.” 


Capital Gains and Dividends 

The tax on capital gains for individuals 
with incomes of $200,000 or more, or 
household incomes of $250,000 or more, 
will go from 15 to 20 percent at year’s end. 
Dividends for that group, now taxed at 15 
percent, will be taxed as ordinary income 
at the top rate of 39.6 percent. Both would 
be subject to a 3.9 percent surcharge under 
the Affordable Care Act (see “Obam- 
aCare” below). Last May the CEOs of 18 
major companies — including Duke En- 
ergy, Dominion Resources, United Parcel 
Service, Windstream, and Verizon — pub- 
lished an open letter to Treasury Secretary 
Timothy Geithner as an opinion article in 
Politico. In it, they urged the secretary to 
reconsider the administration’s stand in 
defense of the higher rates. “We believe 
the administration’s proposal will limit 
corporations’ ability to raise new capital 
and will undermine economic growth,” 
they wrote, adding: 


Lower dividend yields and higher 
taxes on dividends would also hurt 
economic security for taxpayers at 
every income level — particularly 
seniors, who rely heavily on invest- 
ment income to make ends meet. 
The threat of looming tax increases 
on dividends and capital gains could 
also increase volatility in the stock 
market this year. Investment advis- 
ers are already cautioning clients to 
consider potential tax law changes 
for dividends and capital gains while 
making investment decisions. 


An Ernst & Young study for the Alliance 
for Savings and Investment found the new 
rates will put the integrated tax rate (taking 
into account state and local taxes) for capi- 
tal gains at 56.7 percent, and at 68.6 per- 
cent for dividends, “significantly higher 
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than in all other countries,” the CEOs said. 
That, together with the high U.S. corporate 
tax rate, could put the United States at a 
competitive disadvantage, they warned. 


ObamaCare Taxes 
Then there will be the tax increases that 
will be mandated under the Patient Pro- 
tection and Affordable Care Act (Obama- 
Care). While the 3.9-percent surtax 
will apply only to incomes above the 
$200,000/$250,000 threshold, other new 
taxes will be imposed regardless of in- 
come level. They include: 

¢ Flexible Spending Accounts Cap — 
Currently there is no limit on how much 
you may deduct from your taxable income 
for money set aside for medical expenses. 
Next year the cap will be $2,500. 

¢ Deductions for Medical Expenses — 
Under existing law, taxpayers may deduct 
medical expenses that exceed 7.5 percent 
of their adjusted gross income. On January 
1, the deduction will only apply to expens- 
es exceeding 10 percent of AGI. 

¢ The Tax Penalty for Non-medical 
Withdrawals from Healthcare Savings 
Accounts — This will double, from 10 to 
20 percent. 

¢ A Tax on Medical Devices — Starting 
in 2013, manufacturers of medical equip- 


ment will pay a 2.3-percent excise tax on 
the sale of medical devices costing more 
than $100. That will likely raise the costs 
of medical procedures. 

Those are in addition to “ObamaCare” 
taxes already in effect. The “tanning tax” 
— a 10-percent levy on indoor tanning 
services — has been in place since 2010. 
The “Medicine Cabinet Tax,” eliminating 
the ability to buy over-the-counter medi- 
cines from a pre-tax Flexible Savings Ac- 
count, took effect last year. Still ahead is 
the penalty (ruled a tax by the Supreme 
Court) for not buying health insurance. 
That starts in 2014. And there will be a 
new tax on “Cadillac” healthcare plans, 
where employees will be required to pay 
a 40-percent tax on what their employer 
pays for healthcare plans that cost over 
$10,200 a year for individuals and $27,500 
for families. That won’t take effect until 
2018, perhaps as a concession to unions 
that have the “Cadillac” plans as part of 
their collective bargaining agreements. 


Spending Cuts 

Last year’s Budget Control Act, raising 
the debt ceiling $2.1 trillion, included a 
sequestration provision to take effect at 
the beginning of 2012 unless Congress 
enacted the recommendations of a bipar- 


The pale tax: Indoor 
tanning facilities are already 
being taxed to help pay for 
“ObamaCare.” 
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tisan “super committee” established to 
find ways to reduce the national debt by 
$1.2 trillion over the next 10 years. The 
12-member committee, co-chaired by 
Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) and Rep. 
Jeb Hensarling (R-Texas), reported back 
to Congress that it was unable to reach a 
consensus by the November 23 deadline. 

That was one year ago. Congress in this 
election year was not about to tackle tax- 
ing and spending decisions it has already 
handed off to a super committee that 
punted it back. As a result, the “across the 
board cuts” to more than a thousand gov- 
ernment programs are to begin on Janu- 
ary 1, 2013. Social Security, Medicaid, 
and veterans benefits are exempted, how- 
ever, and cuts to 90 percent of Medicare 
spending would be limited to two percent. 
The law also exempts pay for both civil- 
ian and military federal employees. While 
the cuts are to apply equally to security 
(mainly the departments of Defense and 
Homeland Security) and non-security 
spending, the caps are remarkably flex- 
ible. “The law allows for adjustments to 
the caps when appropriations are provided 
for certain purposes,” according CBO Di- 
rector Elmendorf. Funding for the war in 
Afghanistan, for example, is not included, 
and funding for “overseas contingency 
operations,” disaster relief, and 
other emergency requirements 
would also result in increases 
in spending caps. 

Most of the spending “cuts” 
would take place over a 10- 
year span and would in real- 
ity be reductions in the rate of 
increase in federal spending. 
The tax increases, on the other 
hand, would be real cuts in the 
take-home pay of most people 
still fortunate enough to have 
a job. Americans, meanwhile, 
continue to see their real in- 
comes decline and their pur- 
chasing power diminished as 
the Federal Reserve increases 
the supply of money in an ef- 
fort to keep the debt-laden 
economy from collapsing. 


The Bipartisan “Debt Bomb” 
One question seldom asked 
and almost never answered is 
where, in a nation theoretically 
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Those in the top tax bracket can afford 
to “pay a little more,” Obama insists, 
as they did in the 90s when America 


prospered and 20 million new jobs were 
created. But the economic boom of the 

Clinton era was the result of a number of 
factors unrelated to tax policy. 


governed by a Constitution of delegated 
powers, does Congress find the author- 
ity to fund more than 1,000 government 
programs? 

“Both parties have equally partici- 
pated in abandoning the limited role of 
the federal government,” Sen. Tom Co- 
burn (R-Okla.) said in a recent interview 
with Reason.com editor Nick 
Gillespie. “We spent money we 
didn’t have on things we don’t ab- 
solutely need, which refers back 
to the enumerated powers listed 
in Article I, Section 8 of the Con- 
stitution.” Coburn, author of The 
Debt Bomb, cited the $2 trillion 
the federal government has spent 
on education since Congress 
passed the first Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act in 1965, 
along with $18 billion a year that 
is being spent on job training 
programs. “Why do we have 90- 
some teaching programs?” Co- 
burn asked. “Where in the world 
do we get the authority to have 
teacher training programs run by 
the federal government?” 

Coburn has also parted compa- 
ny with many of his Republican 
colleagues on military matters, 
having said in 2008 that the Iraq 
War was a mistake, and in 2010 
calling for a freeze on defense 
spending. “What Eisenhower said 
about the military-industrial com- 
plex is true,” he said in his Rea- 
son.com interview. “My foreign 
policy is limited in its expertise, 
but I actually believe the Consti- 
tution. I actually don’t believe we 
ought to get involved in things 
unless we have a direct national 
security issue.” 
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Other Republicans have 
been warning that a $600 
billion cut from the seques- 
tration, added to an already 
scheduled cut of $500 billion, 
will trim military spending 
by $1.1 trillion over the next 
10 years. Sen. Lindsey Gra- 
ham (R-S.C.), for example, 
told the NBC affiliate in Au- 
gusta, Georgia, that the cuts 
would “devastate the depart- 
ment of defense” and force 
the kind of troop reductions that could put 
Augusta’s Fort Gordon out of business. 


Debt and Defense 

Not all military spending is genuinely for 
the nation’s defense, however. Arguments 
for maintaining a given military base are, 
more often as not, based more on the mili- 


A foregone conclusion: Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), who co-chaired the Joint Select Committee 
on Deficit Reduction, announced last year that the “Super Committee” could reach no agreement on 
solutions to the nation’s debt crisis. 


tary and civilian jobs the base supports, 
rather than real defense needs. While some 
bases are no doubt needed, the dollars sup- 
porting jobs in any government program, 
military or civilian, are dollars that are 
taken through taxation that might other- 
wise be creating and sustaining jobs in the 
private sector. Or they are additional dol- 
lars printed by our Treasury Department 
or borrowed from abroad, diminishing the 
value of our money, while adding to the 
debt crisis. 

And with a military budget that has 
doubled since 2000, American security 
appears not to be suffering from a lack of 
spending. It is, however, threatened by our 
mounting debt. “I think the biggest threat 
we have to our national security is our 
debt,” said Admiral Mike Mullen, chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff from 2007 
to 2011. 
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The United States has no 
shortage of weapons need- 
ed for our defense. The in- 
ventory includes 11 aircraft 
carriers, with plans for a 
twelfth. “Do we really need 
11 carrier strike groups for 
another 30 years when no 
other country has more than 
one?” asked Robert Gates, 
who served as secretary of 
defense under both George 
W. Bush and Barack 
Obama. The Navy has 280 
ships and submarines pa- 
trolling the seas, while our 
Air Force dominates the 
skies. The Pentagon spends 
more on research and devel- 
opment alone, Christopher 
Preble wrote in his 2009 
book, The Power Problem, 
“than Germany, the United 
Kingdom, France, Russia, 
or Japan spend on their en- 
tire defense budgets.” 

In addition to our tril- 
lion-dollar wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, America has 
accrued much of its debt 
by maintaining a force of 
a quarter of a million U.S. 
military personnel in more than 100 coun- 
tries around the world. Nearly 60 years 
after the end of the Korean War, we still 
have nearly 30,000 U.S. troops on the 
peninsula to defend South Korea, which 
has twice the population and roughly 20 
times the GDP of its impoverished neigh- 
bor to north. Sixty-five years after the end 
of World War II, we still have military 
bases in Germany and Japan. The nations 
of the European Union combined have a 
larger population and GDP than the United 
States, but still rely on America for the se- 
curity of the continent. 

“By a 2-1 margin, 55 to 28 percent,” 
reports pollster Scott Rasmussen, “vot- 
ers think we should withdraw our troops 
from Europe and let Europeans defend 
their own land.” In his book, The People’s 
Money, Rasmussen noted, “the political 
elite has still not convinced the American 
people that we should police the world. 
Fifty-five percent of voters nationwide be- 
lieve military strategy should be focused 
narrowly on defending America and its 
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Share and share alike: Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) says both major parties are 
to blame for “abandoning the limited role of the federal government.” 


interests. Only 34 percent think the mili- 
tary’s strategy should be the maintenance 
of worldwide stability and peace.” Though 
Rasmussen himself regards the late Sena- 
tor Robert Taft (R-Ohio) as an “isolation- 
ist,’ he concedes that most Americans 
today would probably agree with Taft’s 
assertion that “war should never be under- 
taken or seriously risked except to protect 
American liberty.” 


Reading, but Not Heeding, 

the Constitution 

Yet none of these positions is reflected 
by the leaders of the nation’s two major 
parties or the policies they pursue. The 
Tea Party uprising 
resulted in a turnover PON 
in the House of Rep- feu Americal 
resentatives in the 
2010 elections, with 
Republicans regain- 
ing control from the 
Democrats. Mem- 
bers of both parties 


began the new session in 
January 2011 by taking 
turns reading aloud the 
Constitution of the United 
States in the House Cham- 
ber. They have, for the most 
part, spent the next two 
years ignoring it, voting 
appropriations for count- 
less programs for which 
there is no constitutionally 
authorized federal role. At 
the same time, House Re- 
publicans managed to pass 
a spending plan that will, in 
theory, lead to a balanced 
budget — in 2040. 

“Low taxes are the re- 
sult of low spending” was 
the motto of the late New 
Hampshire Governor Mel- 
drim Thomson, Jr. Mem- 
bers of Congress have other 
ideas, however, and they 
will likely come up with 
schemes to paper over the 
growing debt crisis and 
postpone the inevitable. 
While Congress continues 
to, as Coburn put it, “spend 
money we don’t have on 
things we don’t absolutely 
need,” millions of Americans are stretch- 
ing their after-tax dollars for things they 
absolutely do need. 

“You need to have shelter, food, cloth- 
ing and transportation to and from work,” 
said Brenda, the part-time waitress and 
full-time mother. “And all of those com- 
modities are going up and up because 
the dollar’s been devalued. So now we’re 
looking at squeezing more out of work- 
ing class and middle class families.” The 
political class in Washington, she be- 
lieves, is insulated from it all. “So many 
folks are furious with the way things are 
going,” she said. “I guess they can’t hear 
us down there.” 
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Foundations: Their Power and Influence 
Renee A. Wormser examines some of America’s most powerful tax-exempt 
foundations; their actions, as opposed to their stated purposes; the 
interlocking groups of men who run them; and their influence on the 
country at large. First published in 1958. (1993ed, 412pp, pb, $19.95) BKFPI 


Dollars & Sense 

Dollars & $ense, by John F. McManus, is an excellent tool for teaching 
Americans about the nature of money and how to solve inflation. Given the 
current economic crisis, it is a must-see! 

Sleeved DVD (2008, 48min, 1/$1.00; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 
50-99/$0.75ea; 100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) DVDDAS 

Cased DVD (2008, 48min, 1/$5.95; 10-24/$4.95ea; 25-49/$3.95ea; 50-99/$2.95ea; 
100-249/$2.25ea; 250+/$1.75ea) DVDDASC 

Audio CD (2008, 42min, 1/$1.00; 25/$20.00; 50/$37.50; 100/$70.00) CDDAS 
Booklet (2009, 40pp, pb, 1/$2.95ea; 10/$2.00ea; 25/$1.50ea; 50/$1.00ea; 
100+/$0.75ea) BKLTDAS 


The Law 


Frederic Bastiat, in his classic exposé of socialism and communism as “lawful 
plunder, ” explains the fundamental principles involved in determining the 
proper scope of government. It explains socialist fallacies. (2007ed, 74pp, pb, 
$4.95) BKL 
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The Shadows of Power 

Author James Perloff exposes the subversive roots and global 
designs of the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). Passed off 
as a think-tank, this group is the “power behind the throne,’ 
with hundreds of top government officials drawn from its 
ranks. The book traces CFR activity from the Wilson to 
Reagan administrations. (201 1ed, 273pp, pb, $10.95) BKSOP 


Man, Freedom, & Government 
Enhanced remake of Ezra Taft Benson’s 1968 filmstrip classic. 
This DVD provides a roadmap for restoring our freedoms 
and rights. 

Sleeved DVD (2005, 24min, 1/$1.00ea; 11-20/$0.90ea; 
21-49/$0.80ea; 50-99/$0.75ea; 100-999/$0.70ea; 
1,000+/$0.64ea) DVDMFGPS 

Cased DVD (2005, 24min, $5.95) DVDMFG 


The Creature From Jekyll Island 
G. Edward Griffin unmasks the secrets behind the 
manipulation of our nation’s money supply by providing an 
insider’s look at how the Federal Reserve came into being and 
how it controls the value of the dollar. (2010, 5th ed, 608pp, pb, 
$22.95) BKCFul 
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We have no say: Under the “free 
trade” TPP, globalist bureaucrats who 


are unaccountable to and unelected by Bae FORT OF OAKLAND be es — ek 
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Trans-Pacific Partnership: 


Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations, which subordinate American law to international 
tribunals, are being conducted in secret — for U.S. citizens and politicians, not corporations. 


by Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 


t an address to the Council on 
Are Relations (CFR) on Sep- 

tember 24, Mexican President 
Felipe Calderon praised his government’s 
willingness to manipulate trade rules in 
order to increase Mexico’s international 
posture, power, and influence. A big step 
toward that end was Mexico’s entry into 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) ne- 
gotiations. 

“A few months ago, Mexico joined 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership, TPP, nego- 
tiations. This will give Mexican trade the 
biggest boost since NAFTA came into ef- 
fect,’ Calderon explained. 

In June, President Barack Obama and 
U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) Ron 
Kirk announced that both of America’s 
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NAFTA partners, Canada and Mexico, 
have been invited to join the secret nego- 
tiations aimed at establishing the TPP. 

In an announcement published June 18 
on the USTR website, Kirk wrote: 


We are delighted to invite Mexico, 
our neighbor and second largest ex- 
port market, to join the TPP nego- 
tiations. Mexico’s interest in the TPP 
reflects its recognition that the TPP 
presents the most promising path- 
way to boosting trade across the Asia 
Pacific and to encouraging regional 
trade integration. We look forward 
to continuing consultations with the 
Congress and domestic stakeholders 
as we move forward. 


Kirk made a similar announcement a day 


later, publicizing Canada’s invitation to join 
the super-secret TPP club, and Canadian of- 
ficials were just as giddy as Calderén. 
After undergoing the requisite review 
of its domestic trade policies, Canada ea- 
gerly joined the negotiations on the trade 
pact. With Canada, there are now 11 na- 
tions participating in the TPP negotia- 
tions: Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, 
Singapore, the United States, and Viet- 
nam. This group of nations is working 
to establish “a comprehensive free trade 
agreement across the region.” Of course, 
as was the case with the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the 
trade conducted under these multination- 
al agreements is never free of govern- 
ment control. Globalist bureaucrats who 
are unaccountable to and unelected by the 


17 


WORLD 


All “partners” to the pact, including 
foreign corporations, will be exempted 


from abiding by American laws governing 
trade disputes. 


American people would establish domes- 
tic trade policies in all member nations, 
including the United States. 

In his statement formally welcoming 
Canada to the TPP negotiations, Kirk said: 


Inviting Canada to join the TPP ne- 
gotiations presents a unique oppor- 
tunity for the United States to build 
upon this already dynamic trading 
relationship. Through TPP, we are 
bringing the relationship with our 
largest trading partner into the 21st 
century. We look forward to continu- 
ing consultations with the Congress 
and domestic stakeholders regard- 
ing Canada’s entry into the TPP as 
we move closer to a broad-based, 
high-standard trade agreement in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 


In an address to the heads of state gathered 
at the G-20 conference held in June in Los 
Cabos, Mexico, Calder6én praised the TPP 
as “one of the free trade initiatives that’s 
most ambitious in the world” and one that 
would “foster integration of the Asia Pa- 
cific region, one of the regions with the 
greatest dynamism in the world.” 

“Integration” is a word that is painful to 
the ears of constitutionalists and those un- 
willing to surrender U.S. sovereignty to a 
committee of globalists who are unelected 
by the American people and unaccount- 
able to them. 

All “partners” to the pact, including 
foreign corporations, would be exempted 
from abiding by American laws governing 
trade disputes. Moreover, the sovereignty 
of the United States and the Constitution’s 
enumeration of powers would once again 
be sacrificed on the altar of global govern- 
ment by subordinating U.S. laws passed 
by duly elected representatives of the 
people to a code of regulations created by 
a team of trans-national bureaucrats. 

If you’re as fond of NAFTA and what it 
did for our economy and our sovereignty 
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as Mexico and Canada are, 
then you’ll love what the 
TPP has in store. 

In June, portions of the 
TPP draft agreement that 
were leaked to the Inter- 
net contained sketches of 
President Obama’s plans to 
surrender American sover- 
eignty to international tribunals. This is 
just one of many frightening provisions 
of the TPP that are being negotiated in se- 
cret by American and international trade 
representatives. 


Cui Bono? Multinational Corporations 
Notably, in both statements announcing the 
hemispheric enlargement of the trade bloc, 
USTR Kirk places the approval of “domes- 
tic stakeholders” (read: large corporations) 
on a level with that of Congress. It is pre- 
cisely this exalting of big business, as well 
as the as-yet-impenetrable wall of secrecy 
surrounding the drafting of the TPP treaty, 
that has troubled many of the people’s rep- 
resentatives in Congress. 

Although the treaty negotiations are 
being kept under a thick veil of secrecy, 
a draft document leaked to the Internet 
discloses that as part of its membership 
in the TPP, the United States would agree 


Trans-Pacific 
Partnership 


to exempt foreign corporations from our 
laws and regulations, placing the resolu- 
tion of any disputes as to the applicability 
of those matters to foreign business in the 
hands of an international arbitration tri- 
bunal overseen by the secretary-general 
of the United Nations. 

The leaked information also confirms 
the fears of many who from the begin- 
ning have opposed the entry of the Unit- 
ed States into this trade agreement. The 
alarms sounded by several groups on the 
Left and the Right warning of the whole- 
sale damage that the TPP could cause to 
commerce, copyrights, and the Constitu- 
tion now seem vindicated. 

As it did with NAFTA, The John Birch 
Society is mounting a bold defense to the 
TPP initiative’s attack on the Constitution. 
JBS CEO Art Thompson said: 


For several decades, The John Birch 
Society has been warning Ameri- 
cans about the loss of our national 
sovereignty brought about by so- 
called free trade agreements, such 
as the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) between the 
United States, Mexico, and Canada. 
We point out that political integra- 
tion follows economic integration. 
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Them against us: In June, President Obama and United States Trade Representative Ron Kirk 
(right) announced the United States had invited its NAFTA trade partners Mexico and Canada to 


join the secret negotiations creating the TPP. 
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We also point out how the European 
Union has followed this pattern by 
progressing from a free trade area 
of independent European nations in 
the 1950s all the way to a new politi- 
cal entity, the European Union, that 
is now absorbing the last vestiges of 
sovereignty from its member states. 
We are now warning Americans 
about the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP), a new free trade agreement 
that is currently being negotiated by 
a dozen or so Pacific Rim nations, in- 
cluding the United States, Australia, 
New Zealand, Singapore, Malaysia, 
Vietnam, Mexico, and Canada. Since 
the United States Trade Representa- 
tive’s website describes the TPP as 
“a vehicle for Asia-Pacific-wide eco- 
nomic integration,’ we believe that 
eventual congressional approval of 
the TPP would lead to Asia-Pacific- 
wide political integration with the at- 
tendant loss of American sovereignty. 


Another valiant organization actively pro- 
tecting the sovereignty of the United States 
is Americans for Limited Government 
(ALG). In June, ALG released a statement 
drawing attention to critical provisions of 
the leaked TPP agreement, as well as ably 
pointing out some of the most noxious as- 
pects of the proposed agreement: 


These new trade agreements will 
place domestic U.S. firms that do not 
do business overseas at a competitive 
disadvantage. Based on these leaked 
documents, foreign firms under this 
trade pact could conceivably appeal 
federal regulatory and court rulings 
against them to an international tri- 
bunal with the apparent authority to 
overrule our sovereignty. If foreign 
companies want to do business in 
America, they should have to follow 
the same rules as everyone else. No 
special favors. 

It is telling that the only apparent 
way these Pacific nations will enter a 
free trade agreement with the U.S. is 
if they are exempt from our onerous 
environmental and financial regula- 
tions that make it cost-ineffective 
to do business here. Instead of mak- 
ing these foreign firms exempt from 
these burdensome rules, they should 
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just repeal the regulations and make 
it cheaper to do business here. 

This poses an even wider problem, 
though. Obama is negotiating a trade 
pact that would constitute a judicial 
authority higher than even the U.S. 
Supreme Court that could overrule 
federal court rulings applying U.S. 
law to foreign companies. That is 
unconstitutional... 

This tribunal needs to be removed 
from this agreement, and no foreign 
company doing business on our soil 
should have a competitive advantage, 
created by some dumb agreement, 
over American companies. What is 
Obama thinking? He is placing in- 
ternational organizations above the 
interests of our own country. 


Just days after the proposed provisions of 
the TPP appeared online, THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN interviewed ALG President Bill Wil- 
son. Wilson was asked what he believes 
Americans have to fear should the United 
States enter the TPP and why he thinks the 
negotiations have been conducted in secret. 

“These trade pacts, starting with NAFTA 
and before [GATT], strike at the heart of 
national sovereignty, ours and that of the 
other member nations,’ Wilson warned. 
“At their core they diminish the preroga- 
tives and powers of a specific country and 


Shut out: Senator Ron 
Wyden (D-Ore.), the 
chairman of the Senate 
Finance Committee’s 
Subcommittee on 
International Trade, 
Customs and Global 
Competitiveness, was 


stonewalled by the 
Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative when he 
attempted to see draft 
documents related to 
the secret negotiations 
of the TPP. 


surrender them to international bodies or 
corporations.” 

“As for the secrecy, if folks on the 
ground find out what’s going on ahead 
of time, they might get upset. We tend to 
think of populations of the Asian nations 
as being more compliant, but they are not. 
If they thought for a minute that Ameri- 
can corporations could ignore their local 
laws and customs, they’d be angry, so the 
multinational corporations that are push- 
ing this thing have to do so in secret,” he 
continued. 

Wilson also recognizes another problem 
for the internationalists in the provenance 
of the leaked document. The informa- 
tion revealed in the portion of the pro- 
posed agreement leaked on June 13 was 
posted by Public Citizen, a Texas-based 
consumer rights advocacy group founded 
by Ralph Nader — hardly a member of a 
“right-wing conspiracy.” Wilson sees this 
as instructive. 

“There is a great coming together of 
the minds here,” Wilson said. “The Left 
doesn’t want an international tribunal 
coming in and doing away with their en- 
vironmental regulations, and we conser- 
vatives don’t want anything destroying 
our sovereignty and independence. That 
is a powerful confluence of interests and 
that’s why they [the international corpo- 
rations] want to keep it secret.” 
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If you're as fond of NAFTA and what it did 
for our economy and our sovereignty as 


Mexico and Canada are, then you'll love 
what the TPP has in store. 


Corporations Given Keys 

to the Kingdom While 

Congress is Locked Out 

Wilson’s identification of large corpo- 
rate interests as the engine that is driv- 
ing American sovereignty over the glob- 
alist cliff is borne out by the experience 
of some of our own elected officials who 
have tried in vain to pierce the veil of se- 
crecy preventing Americans from learning 
about the frightening compromises being 
made by our trade representatives at the 
TPP negotiations. 

Zach Carter of the online Huffington 
Post reports that Senator Ron Wyden (D- 
Ore.), the chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Interna- 
tional Trade, Customs and Global Com- 
petitiveness, was stonewalled by the Office 
of the U.S. Trade Representative when he 


attempted to see any of the 
draft documents related to the 
governance of the TPP. 

In response to this rebuff, 
Wyden proposed a measure 
in the Senate that would force 
transparency on the process, 
and that was enough to con- 
vince the USTR to grant the 
senator a peek at the documents, though 
his staff was not permitted to peruse them. 

Wyden spokeswoman Jennifer Hoelzer 
told the Huffington Post that such accom- 
modations were “better than nothing” but 
not ideal in light of the well-known fact 
that on Capitol Hill the real work of draft- 
ing and evaluating legislation is performed 
by the representatives’ staff members who 
are often experts in particular areas of do- 
mestic and foreign policy. 

“T would point out how insulting it is 
for them to argue that members of Con- 
gress are to personally go over to USTR 
to view the trade documents,” Hoelzer 
said. “An advisor at Halliburton or the 
MPAA is given a password that allows 
him or her to go on the USTR website 
and view the TPP agreement anytime he 
or she wants.” 
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The shut-off button: TPP regulations would threaten free speech by forcing news organizations 
to remove any Web content that might violate a copyright claim without the opportunity to 


challenge that claim in a U.S. court of law. 
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It is instructive that a duly elected sena- 
tor of the United States has to beg and 
plead and threaten legislation in order 
to see the TPP trade agreement negotia- 
tions, but corporate interests are given a 
password by the USTR that grants them 
a priori access to those same documents. 

U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) 
issued a statement criticizing the Obama 
administration for the lack of oversight into 
an agreement with devastating potential: 


After more than a decade of broken 
promises from NAFTA, CAFTA, 
and normalized trade relations with 
China, we can now add a credibil- 
ity deficit to the trade deficits we’ve 
seen. The leaked documents surfac- 
ing today only underscore the secrecy 
surrounding TPP negotiations and 
confirm worst suspicions about the 
direction trade negotiations are head- 
ing. It’s telling that it is easier for the 
CEO of a major corporation to access 
information about the negotiations 
than the American people’s elected 
representatives. 

The negotiations must involve 
more transparency and bring more 
voices to the table. 


ALG’s Bill Wilson perceives real harm in 
the USTR’s grant of such a powerful cor- 
porate prerogative. 

“We are elevating private businesses up to 
the level of sovereign governments,” Wilson 
said. “Under NAFTA we gave companies 
the power to sue governments and the TPP 
does this as well. In this trade pact, we agree 
that our government can be sued by these 
foreign corporations who will be treated as 
sovereign nations. This is submerging the 
idea of sovereignty into a sea of regulatory 
bodies and international agencies and our 
freedom is drowning in it.” 

“Tt is self-evident that the erosion of the 
right of citizens to control their own lives is 
progressing at a rate that we are little more 
than wage slaves to an oppressive govern- 
ment and its cadre of corporate backers that 
consider our lives and our liberties of little 
or no consequence,” he stated. 

When it comes to TPP and its surrepti- 
tious assault on freedom, Bill Wilson hit the 
nail squarely on the head. Unfortunately, if 
the American people do not rise up in firm 
opposition to TPP and other globalist ven- 
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tures, it may be the final nail in the coffin 
containing the remains of our sovereignty. 


U.S. Copyright and Intellectual 
Property Laws Repealed by TPP 
Just as it is easier to break a broom by 
breaking one straw at a time than by try- 
ing to snap the whole head at once, the 
TPP would destroy American sovereignty 
by subordinating domestic laws one after 
another to obligations accepted as part of 
this international trade agreement. 

Despite assurances that he would not 
diminish the right of fair use in Ameri- 
can copyright law, USTR Kirk seems to 
have done just that during one of the latest 
rounds of TPP negotiations held in Sep- 
tember in Leesburg, Virginia. 

According to leaked draft versions of 
various provisions, the legal definition of 
“fair use” is now fair game for the interna- 
tional cabal of corporate shills serving as 
TPP negotiators. 

Perhaps recognizing the growing op- 
position from civil libertarians to this 
otherwise secret pact, after the round of 
negotiations in July wrapped up, USTR 
Kirk e-mailed a statement to the media 
declaring that he would propose language 
on fair use and limitations to copyright for 
inclusion in the final version of the treaty 
that would be presented to Congress. 

Such language was not found, however, 
in the text that was leaked and made pub- 
lic by Knowledge Ecology International 
(KEI). In the portion of the language 
posted by KEI, the exceptions to the laws 
protecting intellectual property seem to re- 
main as stringent as ever, much to the cha- 
grin of fair use advocates who had hoped 
for a reduction of the restrictions. 

Before these revelations were made 
public by the KEI post, it was assumed 
that the USTR would stick to its commit- 
ment to work to include rules “that will 
obligate Parties to seek to achieve an ap- 
propriate balance in their copyright sys- 
tems in providing copyright exceptions 
and limitations for purposes such as criti- 
cism, comment, news reporting, teaching, 
scholarship, and research.” 

While there is indeed text purporting 
to accomplish that end, a closer read- 
ing reveals that several loopholes remain 
through which significant restrictions (and 
punishments for violations of them) can 
pass into American law. 
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Enforcement by all: The Trans-Pacific Partnership would require the governments of member 
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nations to force Internet service providers to enforce the trade agreement’s copyright protection 


regulations. 


For example, negotiators represent- 
ing the United States and Australia have 
proposed a test to determine whether an 
exception to copyright will be permitted 
under the terms of the TPP. 

Specifically, the leaked text mandates 
that TPP member nations should confine 
these limitations “to certain special cases 
that do not conflict with a normal exploita- 
tion of the work, performance, or phono- 
gram, and do not unreasonably prejudice 
the legitimate interests of the right holder.” 

Such language is not final, however, as 
other participating nations — New Zea- 
land, Chile, Malaysia, Brunei, and Viet- 
nam — are pushing for less restrictive lan- 
guage that would permit “a party to carry 
forward and appropriately extend into the 
digital environment limitations and excep- 
tions in its domestic laws.” 

As one would expect, negotiators for the 
United States and Australia prefer to reduce 
those fair use rights to the degree “that each 
party may, consistent with the foregoing, 
adopt or maintain ... exceptions and limi- 
tations for the digital environment.” 

As Megan Geuss of Ars Technica, an 
online site devoted mainly to technology, 
explained, “In other words, the US and 
Australia are saying a country can’t just 
decide on ‘limitations and fair use’ based 
on existing domestic [intellectual prop- 
erty] laws, some of which may be quite 
broad. Instead, limitations must conform 
to international agreements, including the 
TPP, which can be more restrictive.” 


As with all such attempts to integrate 
the economies of the United States and 
other “partners,” the right of settling dis- 
putes and defining the scope of intellectual 
property rights and restrictions would be 
granted to an extra-constitutional interna- 
tional tribunal with members being nomi- 
nated by the United Nations secretary- 
general. 

In fact, all “partners” to the pact, in- 
cluding foreign corporations, would be 
exempted from abiding by American 
copyright laws (those passed by Congress 
and designed to protect the public and the 
rights holder), and the sovereignty of the 
United States and the Constitution’s enu- 
meration of powers would once again be 
sacrificed on the altar of globalism. 

The broom is close to breaking. 


Internet Freedom Surrendered to TPP 
Surveillance Regulations 

Another attack on U.S. sovereignty dis- 
covered in the chapter on intellectual prop- 
erty in the leaked TPP draft agreement is 
found in the mandate that member nations 
enact regulations that require Internet ser- 
vice providers (ISPs) to privately enforce 
copyright protection laws. 

These private companies — many of 
which are very small — would be forced to 
take upon themselves the responsibility of 
patrolling for and punishing any violation 
of the copyright laws by its subscribers. 

Current U.S. law, specifically the Digi- 
tal Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA), 
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Politicians planning to profit: Eleven nations (10 shown) are now negotiating the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). The TPP trade bloc is promoted 
by the Obama administration as a “free trade zone” bigger and better than NAFTA. 


would be supplanted by TPP Article 
16.3. This provision in the TPP draft 
document paves the way for a new copy- 
right enforcement scheme that extends 
far beyond the limits currently imposed 
by DMCA. In fact, it contains mandates 
more expansive than even those proposed 
in the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agree- 
ment. Using as a rationale copyright pro- 
tection, it would regulate the Internet and 
create a new governmental entity for that 
purpose. ACTA is widely regarded as a 
threat to Internet freedom, as well as to 
the legislative power of the Congress. If 
ACTA is a threat, then TPP is an all-out 
frontal assault. 

Regardless of the merits of the DMCA, 
it is U.S. law and should not be subject to 
de facto appeal by the work of a body of 
internationalists who are not accountable to 
the citizens of the United States. Apart from 
the issues of sovereignty, putting such pres- 
sure on service providers is a threat not only 
to the owners of these small businesses, but 
also to Internet freedom. It is the good work 
of these ISPs that has created the Internet 
we know today. Were it not for the typically 
low-cost access these companies provide, 
the pool of readily accessible viewpoints, 
opinions, and news resources would be sig- 
nificantly shallower. 

In a post-TPP world, ISPs would be 
forced to raise prices dramatically in order 
to cover the increase in their own overhead 
brought on by the requirement that they 
monitor and manage the websites they 
host. Alternatively, there would undoubt- 
edly be a large number of ISPs who would 
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not only want to avoid the administrative 
burden of being forced into the role of In- 
ternet cop, but who would also rightly re- 
gard the risks of providing Internet access 
as outweighing the benefits. 

A story published by the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation accurately describes 
the potential problems and predicts the 
future of the Internet should the United 
States agree to enter the TPP: 


Private ISP enforcement of copyright 
poses a serious threat to free speech 
on the Internet, because it makes of- 
fering open platforms for user-gener- 
ated content economically untenable. 
For example, on an ad-supported site, 
the costs of reviewing each post will 
generally exceed the pennies of rev- 
enue one might get from ads. Even 
obvious fair uses could become too 
risky to host, leading to an Internet 
with only cautious and conservative 
content. 


As any news organization that maintains 
a Web presence knows, in the posting of 
news items time is of the essence. If the 
regulations of the TPP become the law, 
then ISPs would be forced to remove im- 
mediately any subscriber content posted 
online that is challenged by someone 
claiming a copyright infringement. This 
broad expansion of copyright protec- 
tion could be devastating to a news or- 
ganization (or blogger, for that matter) 
depending for its economic survival on 
the timeliness of its online stories and on 


the availability of those stories to the mil- 
lions of Internet users. 

Such procedures bypass the U.S. court 
system and the Constitution by abolishing 
the due process owed to those accused of 
crimes. Rather than require a person to 
present evidence of an alleged violation of 
a copyright to an impartial judge, the TPP 
would also demand that the outlet’s ISP 
immediately remove the content in ques- 
tion. Any legal proceedings on the merits 
of the charges would occur after the dam- 
age has been done. 


TPP Finishes the Integration 
Begun by NAFTA 
Americans who study the subject realize 
that the redrawing of national boundaries 
and domestic legal processes being carried 
out in secret by the globalists sitting around 
the TPP negotiating table is an attack on 
American laws, American courts, Ameri- 
can freedom of expression, American sov- 
ereignty, and the American Constitution. 
Nonetheless, the TPP cannot have these 
bad effects on America unless Congress ap- 
proves a final TPP agreement. However, if 
the American people do not rise up in firm 
opposition to the TPP and convince Con- 
gress to tear down the wall of secrecy built 
by globalists seeking to shield their attack 
on our law and liberty from congressional 
oversight, and ultimately to reject any TPP 
agreement, then an approved TPP might 
finish the integration — economic and 
political — begun by NAFTA and it may 
be the last straw in the already weakened 
broom of American sovereignty. Hi 
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by Jack Kenny 


efending President Barack Obama 

against Republican charges that 

he has not been tough enough on 
Iran, David Axelrod, senior advisor to the 
president, said on ABC’s This Week on 
March 4 of this year that the president had 
succeeded in “bringing the entire world 
together over the last few years with the 
most withering economic sanctions that 
have ever been administered against any 
country.” On August 1, both the House 
and Senate approved even more sanc- 
tions, which the president signed into 
law. Yet barely a month later Republican 
presidential candidate Mitt Romney was 
repeating his call for still tougher, “crip- 
pling sanctions” to force Iran to abandon 
its alleged pursuit of a nuclear weapon. 
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“T will have a very different approach 
with regard to Iran,” including “crippling 
sanctions that should have been put in 
place long ago,’ Romney said in a Septem- 
ber 9 interview on Fox News — despite 
the fact that U.S. intelligence agencies 
have reported there is no evidence Iran 
has decided to develop a nuclear weapon. 
The Tehran regime claims it is developing 
nuclear power for peaceful purposes, in- 
cluding energy production and the making 
of medical isotopes. 


Perhaps Mitt Romney should talk to the 
parents of Milad, an eight-year-old Iranian 
in Kuhdasht, a town 400 miles southwest 
of Tehran. The Washington Post recently 
reported on the 12-hour bus journey to the 
capital the parents made with their child 


ions: 
The Economic War on Iran 


If, as is claimed by the U.S. government, Iran cannot be allowed to have nuclear weapons 
because its leaders are zealots who relish death, why is it likely that sanctions will deter it? 


A pen as a sword: President 
Obama is seen here signing a set 
of sanctions into law in 2010 with 
congressional leaders on hand. He 
approved more sanctions this year. 


¢ 


to purchase Feiba, a U.S.-made medicine 
needed to control the youngster’s severe 
hemophilia. They were able to obtain only 
enough for two days. 

“T am really worried. My son’s life is 
at risk,” said Afsaneh, his mother. In ad- 
dition to nose bleeds that could be life 
threatening, there is the possibility that 
the child could lose the use of his right 
leg. That would make the sanctions im- 
posed by the United States and allied 
governments, in Romney’s word, truly 
“crippling.” 

“This is a blatant hostage-taking of 
the most vulnerable people by coun- 
tries which claim they care about human 
rights,” said Ahmad Ghavidel, head of 
the Iranian Hemophilia Society, which 
assists about 8,000 patients. One young 
man in southern Iran died after an acci- 
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In addition to nose bleeds that could be life 
threatening, there is the possibility that the 
child could lose the use of his right leg. 
That would make the sanctions imposed by 
the United States and allied governments, 
in Romney’s word, truly “crippling.’ 


dent when the blood-clotting injection he 
needed was not available, Ghavidel told 
the Post. “Even a few days of delay can 
have serious consequences like hemor- 
rhage and disability,” he said. 

Government officials in Tehran have 
said international sanctions have had 
little impact on the country, claiming 97 
percent of Iran’s medicine is produced 
domestically. But while the volume of 
medical imports affected by the embar- 
go may be small as a percentage, health 
experts say they are having a significant 
effect on medicines needed for chronic 
diseases for which there are no effective 
domestic remedies. And even those medi- 
cines that are produced domestically are 
dependent on imports for the materials 
used in their manufacture. 


Harm or help? lranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad (far right) claims his country’s 
uranium enrichment program is for the 


development of nuclear energy for peaceful uses. 
SS eae 


AP. images 


24 


Exemptions 
in Theory 
While the sale to Iran of 
most goods is banned out- 
right under the terms of the 
international embargo, the 
export of food and medicine 
from the United States is not 
banned. It is subject to the li- 
censing requirements of the 
U.S. Treasury’s Office of For- 
eign Assets Control. But even 
those with licenses have trouble making 
purchases. After going from one European 
bank to another or resorting to middlemen 
and unofficial transactions, importers say 
they are unable to obtain the amount of 
medicines needed, when they are needed. 
“The exemption of medicine from sanc- 
tions is only in theory,’ one importer told 
the Post. “International banks do not accept 
Iran’s money for fear of facing U.S. pun- 
ishment.” Shortages of kidney dialysis ma- 
chines and transplant equipment have been 
reported and are expected to worsen as the 
sanctions continue to take their toll. But 
the sick are not the only innocent victims 
of the sanctions, which are wreaking havoc 
on businesses in Iran that have nothing to 
do with the government’s nuclear program. 
“Western countries have always claimed 


that they don’t want to make trouble for 
the Iranian people,’ a member of the En- 
ergy Commission at Tehran’s Chamber of 
Commerce told the Wall Street Journal. 
Yet he described the private sector of the 
nation’s economy as “severely suffering.” 
The web of restrictions and the limited ac- 
cess to capital is affecting a broad range 
of businesses, making it difficult for en- 
trepreneurs to buy or sell even those goods 
not covered by sanctions, since they can 
no longer use normal payment channels. 
Unemployment in Iran is, by some esti- 
mates, triple the official rate of 12 per- 
cent, the British journal The Economist 
reported, and the severe unemployment is 
accompanied by soaring prices: 


On October Ist and 2nd Iran’s rial 
lost more than 25% of its value 
against the dollar. Since the end of 
last year it has depreciated by over 
80%, most of that in just the past 
month. Despite subsidies intended 
to help the poor, prices for staples, 
such as milk, bread, rice, yogurt and 
vegetables, have at least doubled 
since the beginning of the year. 
Chicken has become so scarce that 
when scant supplies become avail- 
able they prompt riots. On October 


THE NEW AMERICAN # NOVEMBER 19, 2012 


3rd police in Tehran fired tear-gas at 
people demonstrating over the rial’s 
collapse. The city’s main bazaar 
closed because of the impossibility 
of quoting accurate prices. 
Blunt Instruments 
Despite the frequent protestations by U.S. 
and Western diplomats that the economic 
pressure is aimed at the government in Teh- 
ran and not intended to cause the suffering 
of the general population, it is ordinary citi- 
zens among the 75 million people of Iran 
who are paying the price of the dispute 
between Tehran and the West over Iran’s 
nuclear program. Economic sanctions are 
blunt instruments for forcing a government 
into compliance with demands of other na- 
tions, and they seldom work. The sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq after the first Gulf 
War were tightened over a period of 12 
years and neither altered the course of the 
government in Baghdad nor drove Saddam 
Hussein from power. On the contrary, they 
appeared only to solidify his control over a 
people whose suffering had been intensi- 
fied by governments hostile to his regime. 
Shortages of food and medicine were ac- 
companied by disease run rampant, as the 
government was unable to purchase equip- 
ment needed to repair bombed out water 
and sewer lines. That the United States and 
its allies were aware of the harm the sanc- 
tions inflicted on ordinary Iraqis is well 
documented. In 1996, when the embargo 
was five years old, then-Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright was questioned by Les- 
ley Stahl on CBS’s 60 Minutes, about the 
human suffering caused by the sanctions: 


Stahl: We have heard that a half 
million children have died. I mean, 
that’s more children than died in Hi- 
roshima. And, you know, is the price 
worth it? 

Albright: I think this is a very hard 
choice, but the price — we think the 
price is worth it. 


Albright did not dispute the half-million 
figure cited by Stahl in apparent reference 
to areport of the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization that 567,000 Iraqi children 
under the age of five had died as a result 
of the sanctions. Whatever the number, the 
fact that the United States and its allies — 
and the United Nations, as well — were 
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Far from beloved: Former United Nations ambassador and Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
is remembered not at all fondly in the Arab world for saying that half a million dead children was 
worth the price of imposing sanctions against Iraq. 


willing to sacrifice the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of Arab children to the goal 
of “regime change” in Iraq was much pub- 
licized throughout the Arab world and no 
doubt did much to inflame anti-American 
and anti-Western hostility. Years later, 
when the abuse of prisoners by American 
military personnel at the Abu Ghraib pris- 
on in Iraq became an international scandal, 
columnist Joseph Sobran observed sardon- 
ically, “There goes all the good will we 
built up through years of bombing Arab 
cities and starving Arab children.” 


indifference to Sufferinc 
Militant anti-Americans need not depend 
on years-old scandals or statements by of- 
ficials of previous administrations to find 
evidence of indifference to humanitarian 
concerns on the part of U.S. policymak- 
ers. In an article published in the Wash- 
ington, D.C., journal The Hill on August 
9, U.S. Rep. Brad Sherman (D-Calif.), a 
senior member of the House Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee and the top Democrat on 
its Subcommittee on International Terror- 
ism, Non-proliferation and Trade, called 
for strict enforcement of the latest sanc- 
tions approved by Congress. Calling the 
legislation “the most significant measure 
on Iran that Congress has ever passed,” 
Sherman said its goal is to “drive Iran’s 
economy into a crisis and force its leaders 


to the negotiating table” where Iran must 
“agree to end [uranium] enrichment and 
other sensitive nuclear activity.” 

“Tran needs to import most machines and 
hi-tech goods, goods and technology need- 
ed to make a nation run,’ Sherman wrote, 
boasting that “the largest corporations in the 
world will have to forgo business with Iran 
or lose all their U.S. government contracts,” 
while “banks will do business in Iran at con- 
siderable peril.” He acknowledged, if only 
to dismiss, claims by some critics that the 
sanctions could spark trade wars between 
the United States and other nations. 

“Critics also argued that these measures 
will hurt the Iranian people,” the congress- 
man wrote. “Quite frankly, we need to do 
just that.” 


tel 2ClUX : 
When a dozen years of sanctions and the 
resulting economic hardship on Iraq failed 
to achieve their goal, the United States and 
its coalition partners went to war with that 
nation over its alleged “weapons of mass 
destruction.” More than 4,000 American 
lives were lost, a hundred thousand or 
more Iraqis were killed, and millions were 
made homeless from the devastation of a 
war started over weapons that were not 
there. The war did achieve the U.S. goal of 
“regime change,” however, as the govern- 
ment of Saddam Hussein was replaced by 
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“Iran needs to import most machines 
and hi-tech goods, goods and technology 
needed to make a nation run,” Sherman 


wrote, boasting that “the largest 
corporations in the world will have to 
forgo business with Iran.” 


an elected Shiite parliament and president 
with friendly ties to Saddam’s old enemy 
— the Shiite government of Iran. 

Now Democrat Barack Obama appears 
to be following the same policy toward 
Iran that Republican George W. Bush fol- 
lowed into a war with Iraq. This time, we 
are told, it is the possibility of a nuclear- 
armed regime in Tehran that threatens the 
peace and stability of the Middle East and 
the safety and security of the United States 
and its allies. Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad has replaced Saddam Hus- 
sein as the world’s most dangerous leader 
and his oft-stated hostility toward the state 
of Israel has given rise to fears of an Ira- 
nian attack on the Jewish state once Iran 
has a nuclear bomb at its disposal. 

But Israel is believed to have some 200 
to 300 nuclear warheads, and Iran’s rulers 
know that an attack on Israel would mean 
their own and their nation’s destruction. 
Yet President Obama insisted in his United 
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Nations speech of September 
25 that “a nuclear-armed Iran 
is not a challenge that can be 
contained.” Two days later, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja- 
min Netanyahu told the Gen- 
eral Assembly why deter- 
rence would not work against 
Iran as it did against the So- 
viet Union with its thousands 
of nuclear weapons. 

“There’s a great scholar 
of the Middle East, Professor Bernard 
Lewis, who put it best,’ Netanyahu said. 
“He said that for the Ayatollahs of Iran, 
mutually assured destruction is not a de- 
terrent, it’s an inducement.” 

Yet in that same speech, Netanyahu 
called for the drawing of a red line, backed 
by the promise of military action, on Iran’s 
nuclear program to deter Tehran from de- 
veloping a nuclear weapon. But if “the 
Ayatollahs of Iran” are hell-bent on achiev- 
ing their own destruction, why would a red 
line and threats of military reprisals stop 
them from developing a nuclear bomb? 
And why would the human suffering and 
damage to their nation’s economy caused 
by the sanctions prevent them from doing 
so? North Korea is acknowledged to be 
among the world’s worst economic basket 
cases, yet that country was able to develop 
a nuclear weapon over the strenuous ob- 
jections of “the international community.” 

Both Barack Obama and Mitt Romney 


AP Images 


Nuclear power can be used for the production of medical isotopes. Here a medic is seen 
dropping technetium-99 into the eyes of a patient for her eye scan at Shariati Hospital in Tehran. 
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have made clear their willingness to use 
military force, if necessary, to prevent Iran 
from having a nuclear weapon. Romney 
has even promised to prevent the nation 
from acquiring the “capability” of devel- 
oping a nuclear weapon, echoing the poli- 
cy declared by Netanyahu. Yet a National 
Intelligence Estimate (NIE), prepared by 
all 16 U.S. intelligence agencies, reported 
in 2007 that Iran had abandoned its nu- 
clear weapons program in 2003. An NIE 
released late last year reported no evidence 
that Iran had decided to renew its quest for 
a nuclear weapon. Secretary of Defense 
Leon Panetta has acknowledged more 
than once the absence of such evidence. 
Asked about Netanyahu’s call for a “red 
line,” Panetta told CBS News: “When they 
make the decision to go ahead and build a 
nuclear weapon, that, for us, is a red line.” 

Why the economic war and threats of 
military action if there is yet no evidence 
Iran has even decided to build a nuclear 
weapon? Mitt Romney’s two dozen foreign 
policy advisors include 17 who served in 
the Bush-Cheney administration that took 
the nation to war over alleged weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq. Barack Obama, 
who spoke out against the Iraq War while 
a state senator in Illinois, appears to have 
found military action more to his liking 
since entering the White House, his Nobel 
Peace Prize notwithstanding. While the 
Constitution puts the question of war and 
peace for the United States in the hands of 
the U.S. Congress, Romney has said he 
would not need congressional approval 
for military action against Iran. Obama, 
with his unauthorized intervention in Lib- 
ya’s civil war last year and his continued 
bombing of targets and killing of civilians 
in Pakistan, Yemen, and other Middle East 
nations, has also demonstrated his deter- 
mination that the making of war shall be 
solely the prerogative of the president. 

Some may see an opportunity to build 
the “New World Order” sought by the first 
President Bush, or the “global democratic 
revolution” declared by the second, out 
of the chaos of another Middle East war. 
But before the American people are called 
upon to “support our troops” in another 
ill-conceived war, we might ask this ques- 
tion: “Does it really make moral, politi- 
cal, or practical sense to start another war 
with a country over what it might do with 
a weapon it does not have?” 
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BOOK REVIEW 


GREENS/ORM 


An explanation of how the biggest crisis that never was — catastrophic human-caused 


global warming — 


TYRAN NY 


RRTAN SUSSMAN 


er et CEMMATE RAT? 


by Fr. James Thornton 


Eco-Tyranny: How the Left’s Green 
Agenda Will Dismantle America, by 
Brian Sussman, Washington, D.C.: WND 
Books, 2012, 315 pages, hardcover. 


uring the life of any country, crises 
D arise from time to time that present 

challenges to the people and to the 
government. These may be crises involving 
war or the threat of war, economic down- 
turns, natural calamities, and so forth. No 
country is immune from such difficulties, 
since we live in an imperfect world. Our 
country faced a myriad of crises throughout 
the latter part of the 18th century, the whole 
of the 19th century, and the early years of 
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the 20th century. For the most part, they 
were dealt with in ways that did not funda- 
mentally or permanently injure the liberties 
of the American people. For example, eco- 
nomic downturns, recessions, and depres- 
sions were allowed to correct themselves, 
which they usually did rapidly. 

Starting with the administration of 
Woodrow Wilson, however, crises — ei- 
ther real or imaginary — became a pri- 
mary weapon employed by the Left to 
promote its overall program and, thereby, 
to undermine American liberties. Finan- 
cial panics in the early 20th century were 
given as the reason for the establishment 
of the Federal Reserve System, with all of 
its baleful effects. It was said that the Fed- 
eral Reserve System would prevent dras- 
tic economic downturns, although history 
subsequently proved that to be untrue, the 
depression of 1920-21 coming only seven 
years later and the Great Depression com- 
ing only 16 years later. 

The Great Depression itself opened the 
doors to a massive increase in the pow- 
ers of the federal government through the 
implementation of a variety of programs 
supposedly designed to counter its effects. 
In truth, however, FDR’s programs exacer- 
bated the situation, prolonging the depres- 
sion throughout the 1930s. 

The Second World War, in which our 
country had no need to participate (see 
“Secret History,’ TNA, March 12, 2012) 
and the outcome of which created a huge 
Soviet Empire, setting in motion the Cold 
War and vast expenditures on military 
weapons to prevent communist expan- 
sionism, and requiring the United States to 
fight numerous wars around the globe, is 
another example of this process. We could 
go on and on citing crises that have been 
used to bring about an ever-expanding 
centralized government and its attendant 
bureaucracy. 

In recent decades, an immensely pow- 


is being used to create a crisis that could be the biggest that’s ever been. 


erful, but largely fictional, crisis has been 
created by the Left that threatens to cripple 
our American economic system, and radi- 
cally alter our form of government and 
way of life far beyond anything we might 
have imagined in our ugliest nightmares 
— the so-called environmental crisis. It is 
true that there have been legitimate envi- 
ronmental concerns — for example, the 
avoidance of damaging the water of our 
lakes and rivers with sewage and chemi- 
cals and the reduction of airborne pollu- 
tants (sometimes called “smog”’) in our 
cities. Such problems have been, or can 
be, resolved successfully without damage 
to our liberties since the solutions involve 
only the application of modern technolo- 
gies. But the manufactured crisis that 
is upon us now is something of a much 
greater magnitude. 

Whereas crises of the past involved 
real or imagined dangers to our country, 
its independence, its political integrity, or 
its economic stability, the current environ- 
mental crisis is said by its spokesmen to 
endanger the very survival of mankind on 
this planet. Since it is — again, according 
to leftist spokesmen — so deadly serious, 
it requires an immediate, drastic response. 
The subject of the book we now consider 
tells us just how shockingly drastic the re- 
sponse promoted by the Left will be. 

Brian Sussman is the author of an ear- 
lier book entitled Climategate: A Veteran 
Meteorologist Exposes the Global Warm- 
ing Scam, which unmasks the fraudulent 
nature of claims that the Earth’s climate is 
being substantially altered for the worse 
by human activities, principally the burn- 
ing of fossil fuels by industrial plants and 
automobiles. In this newest work, Eco- 
Tyranny, the author shows first, that the 
issue itself is artificially contrived; second, 
that proposed solutions such as solar and 
wind power are technically and economi- 
cally unsound pipe dreams; and third, that 
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the Left is using unfounded fears of en- 
vironmental doom to impose a Marxist 
totalitarian system on this country, and 
thus change our American way of life so 
dramatically as to make it unrecognizable. 
As the author puts it, “Environmental ac- 
tivists are dogmatic, ideological radicals 
hell-bent on transforming society into a 
colossal, highly regulated, redistributive 
commune void of inalienable rights.” 

Are solar- and wind-generated power 
panaceas that will allow us, over time, to 
eliminate the use of fossil fuels, nuclear 
power, and hydroelectric power? The an- 
swer is a resounding “No!” The author 
shows that solar power, while useful in 
small applications such as heating a swim- 
ming pool or heating household water, is 
enormously more expensive to build and to 
maintain than conventional power sources. 
For example, a typical power facility run 
on natural gas occupies 70 acres of land 
and produces 200 megawatts of electric- 
ity. However, for a solar plant to generate 
the same quantity of electricity it would 
have to occupy 2,000 acres. The real estate 
footprint is therefore much larger and the 
costs consequently much greater. In fact, 
were it not for massive government subsi- 
dies, large-scale solar plants would not be 
economically viable, and could be neither 
built nor operated. Similarly, the nuclear- 
powered Diablo Canyon facility in Califor- 
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nia produces 2,200 megawatts of 
power and occupies 800 acres. A 
solar-powered plant producing 
that amount of electricity would 
require 22,000 acres of land, or 
37 square miles of solar panels, 
and even then the generation of 
power would be possible only 
when it is relatively sunny. 

Wind turbines — huge three- 
bladed rotors atop monstrous 
towers — are also extremely 
expensive to build. Worse yet, 
when operating they produce sig- 
nificant noise, like that of a large 
helicopter, which nearby resi- 
dents find intolerable. Moreover, 
the 4,500 turbine towers east of 
San Francisco produce only 576 
megawatts of power when the 
wind blows, but occupy 50,000 
acres! Compare that to the Dia- 
blo Canyon facility. And, curi- 
ously from an environmentalist 
point of view, the giant wind turbines kill 
huge numbers of birds, even birds that are 
considered protected species. 

Neither solar nor wind power is eco- 
nomically viable, and both require mas- 
sive government subsidies to continue op- 
eration. Moreover, both require optimum 
conditions (sunlight or wind) to operate 
and are therefore, at best, only intermit- 
tent sources of power. 

One of the most important aspects to 
Brian Sussman’s book is that he dem- 
onstrates beyond question that the leftist 
agenda is not really about the environ- 
ment at all, but is about the imposition of 
a Marxist-style governmental and social 
system. The late Russian writer Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn once exclaimed that “com- 
munism is anti-humanity.” What he meant 
is that communism, or Marxism, seeks 
mankind’s destruction. It is, to be blunt, a 
huge murder machine, killing vastly more 
people than either natural disasters or wars 
— somewhere in the neighborhood of 110 
million people during the 20th century, 
according to Sussman. Marxism crushes 
the human spirit beneath the weight of 
colossal governmental regulation and the 
threats of concentration camps and firing 
squads. It destroys mankind’s creativity 
by all-inclusive thought control. It seeks 
to obliterate man’s relationship with God 
by trying to kill his very soul. 


And so, since it is basically designed to 
kill, it is no surprise that modern-day Marx- 
ists place, near the top of their program, 
population control, that is, the elimina- 
tion of “useless eaters.” The future Marx- 
ist world society will aim at a final solu- 
tion to the population problem by killing 
off hundreds of millions of people through 
abortion, starvation, engineered diseases, 
needless wars, and the like. Those remain- 
ing will be put into rigid straightjackets of 
regulation. Automobiles will be outlawed 
(except for the privileged nomenklatura, 
that is, the Marxist rulers). People will 
walk, ride bicycles, or take buses. People 
will be packed into “urban hubs” in which 
they will live in minuscule apartments. 
Things that people rely on for their daily 
existence will be enormously expensive 
and, even then, in short supply — overus- 
age will result in fines and prison sentences. 
Much of the United States will be off limits 
to human beings, for the sake of wildlife. 
Few couples will be allowed more than 
one child. Forced sterilization and abortion 
will be commonplace. Healthcare will be 
strictly rationed, the old and infirm getting 
scant attention. And that is only a small 
preview of what the future holds should 
the environmentalists achieve complete 
victory. The radical green agenda, after all, 
is based on the notion that our present-day 
consumption of resources is unsustainable, 
and that sustainability can be achieved 
only by reducing the world’s population 
and, even with that, by drastically cutting 
individual consumption, so that everyone 
(except, of course, the Marxist big shots) 
lives near what today would be called the 
poverty level. 

Brian Sussman writes that “Green [is] 
the new Red.” In other words the Green 
agenda, the ostensible purpose of which is 
to protect the environment, is in actuality 
a Red agenda, the real purpose of which 
is to enslave us and to roll back the tech- 
nological advancement and freedoms that 
are the very hallmark of our country and 
society. To put it another way, the primary 
goal is, as the author says, “not a pristine 
environment — it’s about gaining abso- 
lute control over your life.” Let us not be 
deceived. Let us awaken before the iron 
door of slavery slams shut forever. Let us 
carefully read Brian Sussman’s book so 
we may be accurately informed. As the 
saying goes, forewarned is forearmed. 
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Husband’s Good Deed 


Saves His Own Life 


When Dolly Stringer of Moultrie, Geor- 
gia, was diagnosed with breast cancer in 
April, she shaved her head in preparation 
for chemotherapy. 

In an effort to show his support and em- 
pathy for his wife, Dolly’s husband, Bud, 
shaved his head too, exposing skin cancer 
that would have otherwise gone undetect- 
ed. “I jumped in the room, and said, “Hey 
guys, what do you think?!’ They said, 
“Wow, that’s a big ugly black mark on the 
top of your head.’ And I said, “What are 
you talking about?’” said Bud. 

“And I said ‘you know, I’m sure that’s a 
birthmark,’ but I didn’t realize I had one so 
I called my mom and she said ‘no, it’s not 
a birthmark, you didn’t have one,” Bud 
Stringer told ABC News in an October 15 
interview. 

Bud went to the Moffit Cancer Center, 
where he learned that he had stage three 
melanoma. The cancer had been able to 
grow undetected under Bud’s hair to the 
size of a half dollar. 

“Tf it wasn’t for his wife, and his shav- 
ing his head, he would have gone on for 
many months — completely unaware of 
this,” said Vernon Sondak, M.D., with the 
Moffit Cancer Center. “By the time he 
would have had symptoms, it would have 
been too late,’ said Bud’s wife, Dolly. 

Bud is undergoing intensive treatment 
for his melanoma, while his wife is bat- 
tling stage three breast cancer. The couple 
travels four hours between Tampa, Flori- 
da, and their Georgia home for treatment. 

Meanwhile, WFLX reported that the 
community is now rallying for the String- 
ers: “Their Georgia community has come 
to help them [by] holding a fundraiser to 
help the family deal with medical costs.” 

According to the couple, who belong 
to the First Presbyterian Church in down- 
town Moultrie, their faith and the sup- 
port of the congregation and community 
have helped sustain them in this difficult 
time. “The outpouring of the church and 
the community have just been unbeliev- 
able, overwhelming at times, you know 
the generosity of people,” said Bud. “In 
something that appears to be a bad situa- 
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tion, there’s so much good that can come 
out of it,” he continued. 

The community organized a 5K race 
and a one-mile run called “Run for a 
Reason” on October 20, reported WALB 
News, and all proceeds will go to a fund 
set up by the First Presbyterian Church for 
the Stringers. 

Bud and Dolly have been married for 
20 years and have two children together, 
ages 10 and 12. According to friends, the 
struggles of this year have brought out the 
best in them. “They’ve been amazing, their 
spirit is strong, they’re just ready to fight,” 
said longtime friend and neighbor Carol 
Fleming. 


Generous Eight-year-old 


When eight-year-old Wyatt Erber of 
Edwardsville, [linois, won $1,000 in 
a scavenger hunt sponsored by a local 
bank in September, he knew just what to 
do with it. He did not purchase toys or 
games, but gave it to the family of his 
two-year-old neighbor Cara Kielty, who 
is fighting leukemia. 

Wyatt’s family, the Kielty family, and 
several other families in the community 
had already been working to raise money 
for Cookies for Kids’ Cancer, an organi- 
zation dedicated to research, before they 
were even aware that Cara had leukemia. 

The Daily Mail explained, “It wasn’t 
until antibiotics failed to cure Cara’s sus- 
pected ear infection that the youngster’s 
parents took her to St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital where she was diagnosed with 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia in May.” 

The news devastated everyone close to 
Cara, especially Wyatt. “He was really 
aware of what cancer is,” said Wyatt’s 
mom, Noelle Erber, of her son. “When 
he found out Cara had cancer, his heart 
sank.” 

Wyatt entered the scavenger hunt just 
one week after Cara was diagnosed with 
leukemia, with the full intention of donat- 
ing his prize money to the little girl if he 
were to win. “Wyatt immediately said, 
‘Let’s do it, and if I win the $1,000, I want 
to give it to Cara,” Noelle Erber said. 
“The idea of being able to give a thousand 
dollars wowed him.” 


THE GOODNESS OF AMERICA 


Though both Wyatt and his mother 
knew that winning the grand prize was a 
far-fetched goal, they worked diligently to 
collect the 20 clues necessary to complete 
the scavenger hunt. 

As it turned out, Wyatt’s team was 
the first to complete the hunt. As soon 
as Wyatt learned that he was the win- 
ner, he called Cara’s mother, Trisha. “He 
said: ‘How much chemo will $1,000 buy 
Cara?’ I’m completely floored by him. 
To step up and donate his winnings ... is 
crazy,” said Trisha. 

“I knew he was wanting to do it for 
Cara, which is the sweetest thing ever,” 
she said. “But an 8-year-old giving adults 
money? I tried to protest to his mom. 
Then she told me he asked how much 
chemo this would buy Cara. He gets it.” 
Ultimately, the Kielty family decided to 
accept the money. 

Rachel Case, spokeswoman for First 
Clover Leaf Bank, who organized the 
scavenger hunt, was touched by Wyatt’s 
generosity. “It’s just the sweetest thing 
that he’s been playing all summer for her,” 
said Case. “We got goose bumps when we 
heard. I don’t know any 8-year-olds who 
would do this.” 

Wyatt’s good deed inspired others to do 
the same. ABC News reported, “The third- 
grader’s act of generosity did not go un- 
noticed. A local charity matched his gift to 
the Kieltys. A man in Canada heard about 
the story and sent a letter praising Wyatt, 
along with $100 to give to the Kieltys for 
Cara’s treatment.” 

The local charity that matched Wy- 
att’s donation is Edwardsville Neighbors 
in Need, a non-profit organization dedi- 
cated to providing financial assistance to 
families in Edwardsville, Illinois. The 
group has also set up a benefit fund for 
Cara Kielty. 

Cara and Wyatt have gradually become 
close, as Wyatt is often at Cara’s house 
playing with her eight-year-old brother. 
“She grins ear-to-ear whenever Wyatt 
walks through the door,” Kielty said. Nat- 
urally, Wyatt’s mother is very proud of her 
son’s good deed. “He’s always been a very 
sweet boy,” she said. “I’m very lucky to 
call him my son. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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The Assassins refined the murder-for-profit business, 

cultivating Islamic religious fanaticism among young men 
to manipulate them to willingly sacrifice their own lives in 
order to kill. 


by Charles Scaliger 


ccording to legend, Count Henry 
A of Champagne, returning in 1194 

to the crusader kingdom of Out- 
remer from a military expedition to Ar- 
menia, stopped to visit the famous castle 
Alamut in the Elburz Mountains in what is 
now northwestern Iran. The castle, whose 
name meant “eagle’s nest,’ was perched 
atop a high cliff amid spectacular moun- 
tain scenery, and was approachable only 
by a narrow, well-guarded valley. Alamut 
had been constructed centuries earlier, and 
had been taken over in 1090 by Hasan-i- 
Sabbah, a leader of the Ismailis, a sect of 
Shia Islam with a strong esoteric bent. The 
community housed at Alamut and the sur- 
rounding countryside called themselves 
Nizaris, but to the rest of the world, had 
become known by a different name — the 
Hashashin, or Assassins. 
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The sheikh who presided at Alamut, 
nicknamed “the Old Man of the Moun- 
tain” since Hasan-i-Sabbah’s time, was 
rumored to command a secret legion 
of fedayeen, or holy warriors, perfectly 
trained in the arts of espionage, infiltra- 
tion, and murder, who were willing — 
indeed, expected — to give their lives 
to destroy designated enemies. The As- 
sassins were murderers for hire, able to 
infiltrate the most tightly guarded palaces 
and royal entourages, and to assassinate 
kings, noblemen, and generals, Christian 
or Muslim, if the price was right. They 
were active and unpredictable players 
in the power politics of Christian and 
Muslim during the crusades, and Henry 
of Champagne had stopped at Alamut to 
see whether the Old Man of the Mountain 
would be amenable to an alliance. 

One day during his visit, Count Henry 
and the sheikh of the Assassins were stroll- 


Garden of Earthly Delights: Walled gardens, 
such as this one, were common features of 
Medieval Arabian and Persian palaces. The 
fabled garden at Alamut, where drugged 
aspirants were placed before induction into the 
Order of the Assassins, was contrived to create 
an illusion of a blissful afterlife, where obedient 
fedayeen would go after giving their lives in 
service to the Order. 


ing outside the fortress, when the conver- 
sation turned to military obedience. His 
fedayeen, the sheikh assured Henry, were 
the most faithful and dependable men in 
the world, and obeyed his every command 
instantly and unquestioningly. To dem- 
onstrate, he made a hand gesture at two 
young men standing high atop one of the 
walls. Without hesitation, the young men 
leaped to their deaths. When asked if he 
would like to see another demonstration, 
a shaken Henry politely declined. 

True or not, this story — retailed by 
a chronicler of the crusades, William of 
Tyre — epitomizes the almost supersti- 
tious fear with which the Medieval Chris- 
tian world regarded the Order of the As- 
sassins and its mythic leader. Called by 
some the world’s first terrorists and by 
others the Templars of the Islamic world, 
the order of the Assassins was for at least 
a century and a half one of the most pow- 
erful secret societies the world had ever 
seen. Although the motives of its founder, 
Hasan-i-Sabbah, are not entirely clear, the 
organization he founded gave many Euro- 
pean languages, including English, a word 
for political murder, and with good rea- 
son: The Assassins appear to have been the 
first to institutionalize suicide attacks as a 
political tool. Behind a facade of extreme 
religious devotion, they — like many 
modern terrorist networks — hewed to a 
notably secular ideology of financial gain 
and political power, deploying as pawns 
impressionable youth conditioned by a fa- 
natical, fundamentalist ideology. 


Taking to Terror 

When Hasan-i-Sabbah took control of Al- 
amut in the year 1090, the Islamic world 
was in ferment. The Middle East, formerly 
under the sway of the Shia Fatimid Ca- 
liphate, had fallen mostly under the con- 
trol of the Turkish Seljuk Dynasty, which 
was Sunni. The Fatimids still held sway in 
Egypt and part of Palestine, but the Middle 
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East meets West: Venetian merchant Marco Polo was one of the first Europeans to travel to the 
Orient. His account of the Order of the Assassins, whether accurate or embellished, remains one 


of the best known. 


East, from the Mediterranean coast to the 
Persian plateau, was becoming inhospita- 
ble for Shiite Muslims, including Ismailis 
like the Old Man of the Mountain and 
his associates. And within nine years, the 
Middle East became more tumultuous still 
when the First Crusade created a Christian 
state in the Levant, with its capital at Jeru- 
salem and crusader outposts as far afield 
as Syria and northern Iraq. 

In such an unstable setting, Hasan-i- 
Sabbah was apparently determined to be- 
come a power broker, or, more accurately, 
to become one of the powers behind the 
thrones of Muslim sultans and Christian 
princes alike. 

In 1092, Hasan’s Assassins served no- 
tice of their arrival on the stage of power 
with one of the most extraordinary assas- 
sinations of the last millennium. On Oc- 
tober 12, 1092, the Seljuk vizier, Nizam 
al-Mulk, was traveling from Baghdad 
to Isfahan (in modern-day Iran) on state 
business. Al-Mulk, a Persian-born Sunni, 
had been an advisor to several prominent 
Seljuk rulers, as well as to their Ghaznavid 
predecessors. He was widely admired in 
the Islamic world for his scholarship, as 
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well as statesmanship; al-Mulk had found- 
ed a number of schools and had authored 
several books. His most important work, 
completed only months before his journey 
to Isfahan, was a treatise on government, 
the Siyasatnama. In the latter chapters of 
the work, al-Mulk expended considerable 
ink warning of a new peril to which the 
rulers of the Islamic power had better pay 
heed: Hasan-i-Sabbah’s Nizari order head- 
quartered at Alamut. 

On October 12, a man dressed as a 
dervish — a Sufi Muslim ascetic — ap- 
proached al-Mulk’s litter and, producing a 
dagger from beneath his robes, stabbed the 
vizier to death. The mes- 
sage to Islam’s powerful 
was clear: Cross the Old 
Man of the Mountain at 
your peril. 

The assassination of 
al-Mulk exhibited all 
the hallmarks of the As- 
sassins of Alamut: pro- 
ficiency with disguises, 
coupled with a brazen 
determination to elimi- 
nate the target, all under- 


taken by men who often preferred to per- 
petrate their deeds before the eyes of the 
world, and with total disregard for their 
own well-being. 

Hasan’s (and his successors’) method 
for recruiting and training fedayeen was 
the stuff of legend, albeit remarkably 
consistent legend. The Venetian traveler 
Marco Polo, one of the first Europeans 
to travel to the Far East, gave an account 
of the Old Man of the Mountain and the 
Order of Assassins (or Hashashin, suppos- 
edly from their use of hashish to dull their 
senses before committing murder). His 
famous description of the methods used 
to recruit Assassins has been dismissed 
by some modern scholars as myth, but is 
worth recounting nonetheless. According 
to one version of Marco Polo’s account: 


The Old Man ... had caused a cer- 
tain valley between two mountains to 
be enclosed, and had turned it into a 
garden, the largest and most beautiful 
that ever was seen, filled with every 
variety of fruit. In it were erected pa- 
vilions and palaces the most elegant 
that can be imagined, all covered 
with gilding and exquisite painting. 
And there were runnels too, flowing 
freely with wine and milk and honey 
and water; and numbers of ladies and 
of the most beautiful damsels in the 
world, who could play on all manner 
of instruments, and sung most sweet- 
ly, and danced in a manner that it was 
charming to behold. For the Old Man 
desired to make his people believe 
that this was actually Paradise. So he 
had fashioned it after the description 
that Mahommet gave of his Paradise, 
to wit, that it should be a beautiful 
garden running with conduits of wine 
and milk and honey and water, and 


His fedayeen were the most faithful 
and dependable men in the world, and 
obeyed his every command instantly 


unquestioningly. To demonstrate, he m 
hand gesture at two young men standi 
atop one of the walls. Without hesitat 
young men leaped to their deaths. 
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ad by some the world's first terrorists 
thers the Templars of the Islamic 


he Order of the Assassins was 


ast a century and a half one of the 
swerful secret societies the world 


seen. 


full of lovely women for the delecta- 
tion of all its inmates. 

Now no man was allowed to enter 
the Garden save those whom he in- 
tended to be his Ashishin.... He kept 
at his Court a number of the youths 
of the country, from 12 to 20 years of 
age, such as had a taste for soldiering, 
and to these he used to tell tales about 
Paradise, just as Mahommet had been 
wont to do, and they believed in him 


just as the Saracens believe 
in Mahommet. Then he 
would introduce them into 
his garden, some four, or 
six, or ten at a time, having 
first made them drink a cer- 
tain potion which cast them 
into a deep sleep, and then 
causing them to be lifted 
and carried in. So when 
they awoke, they found 
themselves in the Garden. 

When therefore they awoke, 
and found themselves in a place so 
charming, they deemed that it was 
Paradise in very truth. And the la- 
dies and damsels dallied with them 
to their hearts’ content, so that they 
had what young men would have; and 
with their own good will they never 
would have quitted the place. 

When he wanted one of his Ash- 
ishin to send on any mission, he would 


Crusade, by establishing Christian states in the heart of the Islamic world, created a target-rich 
environment and political leverage for the nominally Muslim Assassins. 
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cause that potion whereof I spoke to 
be given to one of the youths in the 
garden, and then had him carried 
into his Palace. So when the young 
man awoke, he found himself in the 
Castle, and no longer in that Paradise; 
whereat he was not over well pleased. 
He was then conducted to the Old 
Man’s presence, and bowed before 
him with great veneration as believ- 
ing himself to be in the presence of a 
true Prophet. The Prince would then 
ask whence he came, and he would 
reply that he came from Paradise... 

So when the Old Man would have 
any Prince slain, he would say to 
such a youth: “Go thou and slay so 
and so; and when thou returnest my 
Angels shall bear thee into Paradise. 
And shouldst thou die, nevertheless 
even so will I send my Angels to carry 
thee back into Paradise.” So he caused 
them to believe; and thus there was no 
order of his that they would not affront 
any peril to execute, for the great de- 
sire they had to get back into that Para- 
dise of his. And in this manner the Old 
One got his people to murder any one 
whom he desired to get rid of. 


This story, redolent of Oriental intrigue, 
was widely believed and probably con- 
tained more than an element of truth. And 
there are a number of accounts, from wide- 
ly divergent sources, that appear to corrob- 
orate Marco Polo’s tale of narcotics, secret 
pleasure-gardens, and religious indoctri- 
nation. An Arabic source, The Memoirs 
of Hakim, for example, gives an account 
almost identical to that of Marco Polo. 
Moreover, according to a Chinese source, 
“When [the Assassins] see a lusty youth, 
they tempt him with the hope of gain, and 
bring him to such a point that he will be 
ready to kill his father or his elder brother 
with his own hand. After he is enlisted, they 
intoxicate him, and carry him in that state 
into a secluded retreat, where he is charmed 
with delicious music and beautiful women. 
All his desires are satisfied for several days, 
and then (in sleep) he is transported back to 
his original position. When he awakes, they 
ask what he has seen. He is then informed 
that if he will become an Assassin, he will 
be rewarded with the same felicity.’ And 
Jacques de Vitry, one of the chroniclers of 
the crusades, who died more than a decade 
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before Marco Polo was born, noted that 
“Tthe Old Man of the Mountain] used to 
bring up in his palace youths belonging to 
his territory, and had them taught a vari- 
ety of languages, and above all things to 
fear their Lord and obey him unto death, 
which would thus become to them an en- 
trance into the joys of Paradise. And who- 
soever of them thus perished in carrying 
out his Lord’s behests was worshipped as 
an angel.” 

Whatever the secret details of the As- 
sassins’ recruitment and training, it seems 
clear that they took advantage of the igno- 
rance and piety of local peasants to create 
a veritable invisible army of brainwashed 
fanatics ready and even eager to die in car- 
rying out the commands of the Old Man 
of the Mountain. 


A World of Opportunity 

In July of 1099, a motley army of Chris- 
tian invaders led by the likes of Raymond 
of Toulouse and Godfrey of Bouillon 
stormed the city of Jerusalem, butchering 
thousands of resident Muslims and Jews, 
and installing a Christian ruler (Godfrey) in 
Palestine for the first time in more than 450 
years. The conquest of Jerusalem, preceded 
by resounding victories over the Turks at 
Dorylaeum in Asia Minor and at Antioch 
in Syria, and followed by the defeat of the 
Egyptian Fatimids at Ascalon, set the stage 
for the foundation of the Christian kingdom 
of Jerusalem, the most important portion 
of the crusader states thereafter known 
informally to the Franks as Outremer. No 
other crusade was as successful as the first; 
indeed, the Third Crusade was the only 
other in which the Christian invaders man- 
aged to enlarge their holdings in the Levant. 
For the most part, the history of Outremer 
subsequent to 1099 was a story of gradual 
attrition, as the powerful Islamic states that 
surrounded Jerusalem, Tripoli, Antioch, 
and Edessa worked to reconquer them. Yet 
Outremer endured for nearly 200 years, 
in spite of overwhelming odds; the last 
crusader bastion, Acre, fell to the Turkish 
Mamluk horde in 1291. 

In the civilizational struggle that took 
place in the Middle East during the 12th 
and 13th centuries, the Assassins flour- 
ished. In the upstart crusader states, they 
perceived a common enemy that tran- 
scended factional disputes between Sunni 
and Shia. In 1152, after decades of Islamic 
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Conquering hero: The 
Muslim general Saladin 
reversed many of the gains 
of the First Crusade and 
became one of the greatest 
heroes of Islam. Despite 
his successes against the 
Christians, the Assassins 
— political opportunists 
first and foremost — tried 
twice to assassinate him. 


assassination, the Assassins struck out at 
the Christian world for the first time. 

The victim was Raymond II, Count of 
Tripoli, the grandson of Raymond of Tou- 
louse, a hero of the First Crusade. Ray- 
mond II, following a fight with his wife 
over the paternity of their son, decided 
to let her travel to Jerusalem to stay with 
her sister for what we would now call a 
“cooling-off period.’ He escorted her in 
person part of the way, but on returning to 
Tripoli, was attacked outside the city gates 
by dagger-wielding Assassins, who killed 
him and two of his knights. 

The Assassins struck an even more potent 
blow against the crusaders a few decades 
later, in the wake of the Third Crusade. This 
time their victim was Conrad of Montfer- 
rat, one of the leaders of that crusade, and 


a political rival of Richard I (“the Lion- 
hearted’’), the Franco-English monarch who 
had led the crusading army. It was Conrad 
who had broken the siege of Tyre by Sala- 
din’s formidable army, and put the Muslim 
forces to flight. He also participated in the 
long struggle to reclaim Acre from the Mus- 
lims. And, although the Third Crusade fell 
short of winning back Jerusalem, Conrad of 
Montferrat was nevertheless elected King 
of Jerusalem, giving him title to portions of 
Outremer coveted by Richard. 

However, Conrad never saw his corona- 
tion. On April 28, 1192, he was attacked 
and killed by two Assassins on the streets 
of Tyre. One of his assailants was killed 
by his guards, but the other was captured 
and, under interrogation, claimed that 
they had been commissioned by none 
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infiltrated royal households 


O gain access to a victims 


other than Richard himself. While the 
charge was never proven, neither was it 
implausible. The Assassins, after all, had 
become by this time the most feared and 
efficient killers anywhere in the known 
world, and were said to be willing to mur- 
der Muslim and infidel alike, if the price 
was right. 

Nor did the Assassins only commit 
murder. They were also used to deliver 
threats, usually in the form of a dagger 
with a note left beside a would-be vic- 
tim’s pillow. With their mastery of dis- 


guises, they frequently in- 
filtrated royal households 
in order to gain access to a 
victim’s bedchamber. 

And on occasion, even 
the Assassins failed. Two 
attempts to murder Saladin 
himself, in 1174 and 1176, 
were unsuccessful, as was 
an attempt in 1272 to kill Prince Edward 
of England (afterward Edward I “Long- 
shanks”), who had come to Acre in a last- 
ditch crusade to relieve the city and restore 
failing Outremer to its former glory. On 
that occasion, Edward managed to kill his 
assailant but, having been wounded by the 
Assassin’s poisoned blade, was sick for 
months thereafter. 

Their attacks on crusaders notwith- 
standing, the Assassins took a dreadful toll 
on Islamic princes and potentates in the 
12th and early 13th centuries. Among their 


many prominent victims were Maudud, 
Prince of Mosul (1113); Amir Afdhal, 
Wazir of Egypt (1121); Moyin-uddin, 
Wazir of Sanjar Shah of Persia (1127); 
Amir Billah, Caliph of Egypt (1129); 
Taj-ul Mulik Buri, Prince of Damascus 
(1131); the Caliph Mostarshid, the Ca- 
liph Rashid, and Datid, Seljukian Prince 
of Azerbaijan (1135-1138); Kizil Arzlan, 
Prince of Azerbaijan (1191); and Oghul- 
mish, Prince of Hamadan (1217). 

Sometime in the early 12th century, the 
Assassins managed to establish a separate 
stronghold in the Nusayriyya Mountains 
of Syria, where a second “Old Man of the 
Mountain,” Rashideddin Sinan, ruled al- 
most independent of the Alamut Assassins 
from his castle, Mastyaf. It was the Syrian 
branch of the Assassins who, in 1173, en- 
tered into serious negotiations with Amal- 
ric I, king of Jerusalem, in hopes of effect- 
ing a nominal conversion to Christianity 
in exchange for more favorable rates of 
taxation. Whether the Christian king in- 
tended to enlist the nefarious services of 
the Assassins for his own gain is unclear, 
but when Christian knights murdered sev- 
eral Assassin envoys, negotiations with 
Amalric were broken off. 


Turn in the Tides of Fate 

By the middle of the 13th century, the po- 
litical tides turned decisively against the 
Assassins. A new power had arisen in the 
east, a continent-spanning empire created 
by the Mongol warrior Genghis Khan, 
and enlarged by his children and grand- 
children. One of his grandsons, Hulagu (a 
brother of the better-known Kublai Khan), 
was tasked with subjugating the remaining 
Islamic powers in southwest Asia, espe- 
cially Baghdad. To this end, Hulagu was 
given in 1256 the largest army yet fielded 
by any Mongol commander, and ordered 
to spare those who surrendered uncondi- 
tionally while slaughtering all those who 
did not. The Mongols were familiar with 
the Assassins and their deeds, and the 
reduction of Alamut (and other Assassin 


Hands off: English prince Edward (later to 
become Edward | “Longshanks’”) fends off an 
Assassin in the Middle East. Though sickened 
by a wound from the Assassin’s poisoned 
blade, Edward managed to kill his assailant 
and ultimately lived to return to England to be 
crowned king. 
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fortresses that had sprung up in the area) 
was on Hulagu’s bucket list. By the time 
he arrived with his army at the valley of 
Alamut in December 1256, the Assassins 
and everyone in the surrounding country- 
side were terrified. The Mongols’ repu- 
tation for wholesale massacre preceded 
them, and the Assassins surrendered their 
stronghold after a brief siege. 

The Mongols spared the inhabitants of 
the fortress, but its treasures were looted 
and its gardens and considerable library 
destroyed. The Assassins as an order had 
not been extirpated, however, and in 1275 
they managed to retake Alamut briefly 
before being crushed. With Edward Gib- 
bon’s assertion that the destruction of 
Alamut “may be considered as a service 
to mankind,” it is difficult to quarrel, but 
the burning of their library and lore-books 
also denied posterity any significant infor- 
mation about the Assassins’ body of eso- 
teric beliefs and practices. After its final 
fall, the fortress was mostly destroyed, al- 
though its mournful ruins may still be seen 
on the mountaintop where they were aban- 
doned, their dark secrets mostly intact. 

The Syrian branch of the Assassins 
remained independent until 1273, when 
they were conquered by the Mamluk Sul- 
tan Baibars. Unlike the Mongols, Baibars, 
who had already distinguished himself 
both as the victor over the forces of King 
Louis IX’s Seventh Crusade and at the 
Battle of Ain Jalut in 1260 (the first major 
defeat of a Mongol army), perceived the 
utility of the Assassins. He permitted the 
Syrian branch of the order to continue its 
operations — provided they work for him 
and his successors. 

Under the patronage of Baibars and his 
Mamluk successors, the Syrian Assassins 
remained a force to be reckoned with well 
into the 14th century. Increasingly, howev- 
er, the Order went underground, and while 
it may have persisted into the 15th century, 
its final fate is unknown. A story that will 
probably never be written is the potential 
relationship between the Medieval As- 
sassins and modern-day Islamic terrorist 
organizations. The more orthodox version 
of Nizari Ismailism, meanwhile, is still 
around, numbering as many as 15 million 
adherents and headed by the Aga Khan. 

Of the many secret societies and eso- 
teric religious orders that have perturbed 
human affairs, the Assassins is one of the 
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How the mighty have fallen: The Assassins’ ne 


a 


arly impregnable fortress at Alamut falls to a 


foe more ruthless than themselves: the Mongol general Hulagu Khan and his army. Despite 
the fall of the Old Man of the Mountain, the Assassins continued for at least another century 


from their base in Syria. 


very few (along with the Thugs of India) 
to traffic so brazenly and systematically 
in professional murder. But whereas the 
Thugs specialized in the murder of anon- 
ymous travelers for the sake both of gain 
and ritual (a preference that enabled them 
to survive for centuries more or less un- 
molested until finally unmasked and extir- 
pated by the British in the 19th century), 
the Assassins seemed almost to revel in 
open and mostly successful attacks on 
the wealthiest and most powerful. Many 
of their most notorious murders were car- 
ried out in broad daylight in crowded city 
streets, in mosques, and in royal courts, 
and in spite of the presence of guards and 
gates. Such sensational mayhem conferred 


on the Assassins an aura of invincibility 
for a season, but in the end, the Oriental 
powers, unable to ensure their allegiance, 
tired of their services. 

By any measure, the Nizari Assassins 
must be reckoned one of the most suc- 
cessful and ruthless terrorist organiza- 
tions of all time, a veritable al-Qaeda of 
the Middle Ages. And though the order 
itself dissolved centuries ago, its bloody 
legacy lives on in the modern Middle 
Eastern underground of suicide bomb- 
ers and assassins that continue to ensure 
that the land of crusaders and Mamluks, 
and of Jews, Christians, and Muslims, 
remains the world’s deadliest and most 
dangerous place. Hl 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Just Make 
Yourself at Home 


A FoxNews4 report out of Fort Worth, 
Texas, reminds us of the unpredictability 
of criminals. Homeowner Glenn Nugent 
returned home on Saturday, October 13, 
and was shocked to discover a ladder lean- 
ing against his house. When he walked 
closer to take a better look, he observed a 
shattered window above the ladder. Nugent 
was not armed, so he called his sister on his 
cellphone and asked her to bring him a gun. 
She complied, and once Nugent was armed, 
he entered the house, ready to confront the 
intruder. “I wasn’t going in there unarmed 
because I could have been dead myself,” 
said Nugent. 

To his surprise, he found a complete 
stranger sleeping in a bedroom. Nugent 
fired a warning shot to let the intruder 
know he meant business, but ended up 
striking the trespasser: “When I went to 
the back, I saw that he had the covers 
pulled all over him, so I just shot over his 
head to scare him, but instead it just hit 
him in the backside.” The suspect suffered 
a minor injury from the gunshot wound on 
his rear end. Nugent held the man at gun- 
point until police arrived. Officers believe 
that the suspect, 26-year-old Geoffrey 
Allston, had been squatting in Nugent’s 
home for days, and they plan to charge the 
man once he’s released from the hospital. 


A Gut Feeling 


The NBC news affiliate in Broken Arrow, 
Oklahoma, reported on October 12 that a 
woman who recently purchased a hand- 
gun for self-defense had an opportunity 
to use it a lot sooner than she imagined. 
The woman, who wished to remain anon- 
ymous, was home alone when she heard 
someone knock on her door at around 
9:30 a.m. She went to the door and looked 
through the peephole to see a man she 
didn’t know standing there. She was im- 
mediately suspicious and remained quiet 
as she listened to what the man and his 
accomplice, standing next to him, were 
talking about. The two men began discuss- 
ing the barking of the woman’s dog, wor- 
rying her, so she hurried to her bedroom 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
: “EES, ————Eeeee. 


and retrieved her newly purchased pistol 
just to be safe. She walked throughout 
her house, searching for any signs of an 
attempted break-in but did not see any- 
thing out of the ordinary. After 10 minutes 
passed, she assumed everything was fine. 
She holstered her gun and sat down on her 
couch in the living room. Within seconds, 
she heard rustling coming from her front 
porch and then was startled by the sound 
of glass breaking. The two men who were 
at the door earlier were now kicking in her 
glass storm door. She saw that one of the 
intruders was armed, so she didn’t waste 
any time defending herself. “I jumped up 
out of my chair and drew my weapon. He 
didn’t have a chance to get any shots off. I 
shot three times.... It happened so, so fast.” 
She didn’t believe she hit either of the two 
home invaders, but they ran off as soon 
as she started firing at them. The police 
are still searching for the suspects, and the 
victim is grateful she purchased the weap- 
on when she did. “I just had a gut feeling 
that something like this was going to hap- 
pen.” The woman also said that she plans 
to be better prepared in the future. “After 
today I guarantee my gun will be on me 
around the clock.” She also said she plans 
to return to the range and work on her tar- 
get shooting. “I will continue to get [to be] 
a better shot. I won’t miss next time.” 


No Stopping 
This 70-year-old Lady! 


The Charleston Daily Mail reported that a 
Dothan, West Virginia, woman might be up 
for the “world’s toughest granny” award, if 
there were such a thing. The 70-year-old 
victim, whose name has not been released, 
was jarred awake by the sound of her bur- 
glar alarm going off at 2 a.m. on October 
11. Not content to just wait for deputies 
to arrive, the brave woman retrieved her 
.38-caliber revolver and headed downstairs 
to look for the cause of the alarm. As she 
approached the backdoor, she was attacked 
by an intruder, who punched her in the face. 
The powerful blow sent her reeling, but the 
resilient lady opened fire on her violent at- 
tacker, something he was clearly not expect- 
ing. The assailant quickly fled the scene, 


and is still being sought by authorities. The 
police investigating the incident agreed that 
her being armed was crucial to her survival. 
Sheriff Steve Kessler stated that if “the vic- 
tim of this burglary had been unarmed she 
could have been seriously injured or killed 
when confronted by this burglar.” 


“My Turf” 


The NBC news affiliate out of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, reported on October 16 that a 
Vietnam War veteran put his handgun to 
good use. The Kenosha County homeown- 
er, who was only identified as “George,” 
explained that he always keeps his gun 
near his bed. He was alone at home in bed 
when he heard a loud banging noise in his 
house just before 8:30 p.m. He knew that 
someone was in the house. After calling the 
police, he grabbed his gun and headed to 
the living room, when he heard an intruder 
in the basement and saw that the basement 
light was on. The suspect, 18-year-old Lo- 
renzo Jones, broke into the house through 
a basement window and was attempting 
to steal George’s flat screen TVs. The 
thief had already brought one TV into the 
backyard, and was carrying the second one 
through the basement when he dropped it, 
waking George. George yelled down into 
the basement, letting the intruder know he 
called the police and telling him to put his 
hands on his knees. The criminal suspect 
did exactly as he was told. The veteran ex- 
plained, “I let him know that I had a weap- 
on, it was loaded and I would shoot to kill 
if I had to.... This is my turf, from here up 
to the sky.” Jones told investigators that, 
even though he is only 18 years old, he al- 
ready has four children with a fifth one on 
the way, and that he was planning to sell 
the stolen televisions to feed his family. 
If convicted, Jones faces up to 15 years 
in prison and $50,000 in fines. His bond has 
been set at $10,000. According to FOX6 
News, Jones’ father is relieved the situation 
didn’t turn out worse: “If you’re coming 
into my home like that, I can’t really hon- 
estly say you’re gonna walk out like you 
came in. I offer any kind of sympathy and 
sorrow toward that family,’ Lorenzo Jones, 
Sr. said. 
— PATRICK KREY 
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Nanny State’s 
Never-ending Regulations 


Item: The White House’s website boasts 
of President Obama’s “plan to create a 
21st-century regulatory system — one 
that protects public health and welfare 
while promoting economic growth, inno- 
vation, competitiveness, and job creation. 
Among other things, his Executive Order 
on Regulation said the following: Al- 
ways consider costs and reduce burdens 
for American businesses and consumers 
when developing rules; expand opportu- 
nities for public participation and public 
comment; simplify rules; promote free- 
dom of choice; and ensure that regula- 
tions are driven by real science.” 

ITEM: The Christian Science Monitor for 
August 28 cited President Obama’s views 
on regulation, offering several examples, 
including his support for the Dodd-Frank 
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protec- 
tion Act. The president, said the Monitor, 
often refers to “the pin-striped set as ‘fat 
cats,’ [and] cites a need for regulations 
that make it ‘more profitable to play by the 
rules than to game the system.’” 

ITEM: The New York Times editorialized 
on August I1 that the Obama adminis- 
tration was delaying the implementa- 
tion of a number of rules, thus “lending 
credence to the suspicions of consumer 
advocates who think election-year poli- 
tics are at play, with Democrats trying 
to avoid Republican charges that rules 
kills jobs.” 

ITEM: Senator Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), 
ranking member of the Senate Envi- 
ronment and Public Works Committee, 
warned that the “Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency could unleash a raft of en- 
vironmental regulations [that would kill 
jobs] if President Barack Obama wins a 
second term,” reported the Oklahoman 
for October 19. 

On the other hand, a spokesman for the 
Natural Resources Defense Council Action 
Fund “said his group would welcome the 
proposed regulations because they ‘would 
save a lot of lives and create new indus- 
tries.’ ... The spokesman called “Inhofe’s 
charge that the regulations would kill jobs 
‘a big lie.’ ‘No matter how many times Sen- 
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The pile-it-on pals: Carol Browner, who worked as director of the White House Office of Energy and 
Climate Change Policy, told “environmentalists” that Obama would soon answer their calls for more 
regulation, though twice in 2011 the administration admitted government red tape hurt workplaces. 


ator Inhofe says the world is flat, it doesn’t 
get any flatter,” said Scott Slesinger. 
CORRECTION: Ah, yes, there’s nothing 
like a self-proclaimed environmentalist 
who thinks he’s hilariously witty — but 
who in reality couldn’t entertain a doubt. 

In this case, Senator Inhofe was merely 
pointing out what should be obvious — 
namely, that the president knew it would 
be a political blunder to slug the economy 
with a new batch of regulations just before 
an election, when all he had to do was to 
delay until the voting was over. Indeed, 
even some of the president’s political al- 
lies have acknowledged as much. 

For example, Carol Browner, who served 
as director of the White House Office of 
Energy and Climate Change Policy in the 
Obama administration and previously was 
administrator of the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency, clued in supporters before the 
election in an attempt to keep the Obama 
acolytes in line. There are plenty of EPA 
regulations to come, she acknowledged. 

It is all part of the game, in the same 
way that the White House pretends it is 


considering costs and cutting burdens 
while it is actually spawning red tape. 

“T can tell you,’ Browner assured the 
so-called environmentalists and Obama 
supporters, “having spent two years in the 
White House with the president, that this is 
not a fad. The president believes deeply in 
these issues.” She continued: “There’s no 
doubt in my mind this will be a big part of 
his to-do list and he will remain committed 
in the next four years.” 

Senator Inhofe was trying to warn Amer- 
icans what was potentially around the cor- 
ner. In a minority staff report for the Sen- 
ate Committee on Environment and Public 
Works, the senator quoted other administra- 
tion backers who were in the know about 
the White House’s priorities. This included 
one unnamed insider cited in the National 
Journal in October 2011: “The only metric 
that matters for the next 14 months is, ‘Will 
this help us get re-elected?’ If a regulatory 
decision is a liability, we should fully ex- 
pect the administration to delay until Nov. 
7,” the day after the election. 

As Inhofe commented in the report: 
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Obama has spent the past year punt- 
ing on a slew of job-killing EPA 
regulations that will destroy millions 
of American jobs and cause energy 
prices to skyrocket even more. From 
greenhouse gas regulations to water 
guidance to the tightening of the 
ozone standard, the Obama-EPA has 
delayed the implementation of rule 
after rule because they don’t want all 
those pink slips and price spikes to 
hit until after the election. 


The green extremists had to be put on hold 
for a bit. Their votes were already in the 
bag. And, like many fanatics, they would 
stick to their guns whether they were load- 
ed or not. 

So what schemes are in the energy-de- 
flating pipeline? The minority study (A 
Look Ahead to EPA Regulations for 2013) 
is full of examples. Some were highlight- 
ed by Mark Tapscott in the Washington 
Examiner: 


Greenhouse gas regulations, includ- 
ing the infamous “cow tax.” The EPA 
will finalize proposed regulations 
that will virtually eliminate coal use 
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Raising the price of milk: The EPA is set to imple 
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in electricity generation, thus driving 
consumer electric bills sky-high. This 
cluster of new regulations will also 
impose an annual fee on farmers for 
every ton of greenhouse gases emit- 
ted by their animals. The EPA esti- 
mates that 37,000 farms and ranches 
will have to pay on average a $23,000 
annual “cow tax.” 

New regulations will so severely 
reduce permissible ozone emissions 
that the EPA estimates the cost to 
the economy will be $90 billion per 
year. Other studies put the cost as 
high as $1 trillion. Split the differ- 
ence between the estimates, and the 
result still means the loss of millions 
of jobs. 

New Tier III regulations will cut 
permissible sulfur emissions by two- 
thirds. That will add as much as 9 
cents to the cost of a gallon of gas, 
according to Inhofe. 

The EPA’s new coal ash regula- 
tion will cost as much as $110 bil- 
lion over two decades and destroy 
more than 300,000 jobs, mostly in 
West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and Missouri. 
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ment penalties for cows’ flatulence because of its 
supposed effect on global warming. The extra cost to farmers will be passed on to consumers. 


The weight of federal environmental reg- 
ulations is just part of the burden being 
borne by businesses and individuals. The 
onerous totals are mind-numbing. The 
Small Business Administration not long 
ago estimated that federal regulations are 
costing American small businesses some 
$1.7 trillion annually. Can you imagine 
how many jobs could be created, and how 
much true wealth, if a significant portion 
of that were to be directed productively? 

The Dodd-Frank Act, cited above, was 
sold as a way to stop banking excesses by 
the big boys. In truth, the big boys often 
don’t mind the advantage they gain when 
smaller competitors can’t afford to deal 
with excesses of the regulatory state. And 
the full extent of Dodd-Frank has yet to 
be realized. A new wrinkle in the law, just 
starting to attract attention, is the impact 
it will have on lending. In this case, the 
enforcers are likely to require “affirma- 
tive action” lending by race, sex, and 
ethnicity to small businesses — the same 
type of arrangement that led to the hous- 
ing bubble and bust. 

Representative Spencer Bachus (R- 
Ala.), chairman of the House Committee 
on Financial Services, is rightfully harsh 
on the effects of the law and the regula- 
tions it engendered, writing for the Octo- 
ber 16 Washington Times: 


While Democrats claim Wall Street 
was their target, the truth is the regu- 
latory burden of Dodd-Frank is in- 
escapable no matter where you live 
or work. If you buy food, consume 
energy, use a debit card, want to start 
a small business or buy a home, you 
will experience some of the red tape 
that emanates from Dodd-Frank’s 
400 new regulations. 

These regulations will cost the 
private sector money and time. The 
regulators themselves report it will 
take companies 20 million work 
hours each year to comply with 
just the first 224 of these 400 new 
rules — a figure that is especially 
staggering when one considers it 
took 20 million hours to build the 
Panama Canal. 
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Or consider a study released this year by 
the Manufacturers Alliance for Productiv- 
ity and Innovation (MAPI) on some of the 
consequences of federal regulations on the 
manufacturing sector. Among the findings: 

¢ The cost of regulations since 1998 has 
exceeded manufacturing growth by an an- 
nualized rate of 7.6 percent; 

¢ The cost of major regulations in 2010 
may have reduced the value of shipments 
from U.S. manufacturers by $500 billion 
and manufacturing exports by 17 percent; 

¢ The overall loss of GDP in the United 
States that is attributable to federal regu- 
lations ranges from $240 billion to $630 
billion; and, 

¢ The Obama administration instituted 
106 new major regulations, costing Ameri- 
cans nearly $46 billion. 

As noted, the Obama administration has 
been holding back a bit of late to get past 
the elections. But this doesn’t alleviate the 
harm already done in the last several years 
by unaccountable busybodies. Summaries 
merely hint at the extent, and expense, of 
such interference. James Gattuso, a senior 
research fellow in regulatory policy in the 
Thomas A. Row Institute for Economic 


Policy Studies at the D.C.-based Heritage 
Foundation, mentions some highlights of 
the first three years of the Obama admin- 
istration’s regulators: 


The new rules cover a broad swathe 
of economic activity and daily life. 
New environmental restrictions will 
increase the cost of electricity in 
American homes while adding thou- 
sands to the cost of new cars. Obama- 
care health care rules limit patient 
choice and increase the cost of medi- 
cal care. New financial regulations 
have increased the cost of banking, 
while thousands of additional finan- 
cial rules still linger in the pipeline. 
The Internet has been targeted by 
new “net neutrality” rules from the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, while employers — and work- 
ers — must contend with new edicts 
aimed at helping union bosses. 


Even the left-leaning, London-based 
Economist, in a cover story on the United 
States not long ago, was forced to admit 
that “the home of laissez-faire is being 


Regulatory Costs Compared with Individual Income Taxes, Corporate 
Income Taxes, and Corporate Pretax Profits 
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suffocated by excessive and badly written 
regulation.” Some just seem silly, while 
others are matters of life and death — with 
the unelected taking it upon themselves to 
make stacks of vital decisions for Ameri- 
cans. As the Economist observed: “There 
are nine codes relating to injuries caused 
by parrots, and three relating to burns from 
flaming water skis.” 

The safetycrats spare no effort in at- 
tacking legal products and practices that 
they might find objectionable. Consider 
two products: One is commonly swal- 
lowed by children, requiring about 30,000 
visits to emergency rooms annually; the 
other has been linked to (but is not nec- 
essarily the cause of) perhaps a dozen 
swallowing incidents since 2009. The 
former are government-minted coins; the 
latter are magnetic toys for adults, well 
marked with cautions against misuse, that 
are sold as Buckyballs. The government 
worries not about the spare change in the 
bellies of kids, but it is doing its best to 
drive the latter out of business. 

Then there are the many “energy effi- 
ciency” standards being imposed by the 
government. An academic study entitled 
“Overriding Consumer Preferences with 
Energy Regulations” was recently sum- 
marized by the Mercatus Center at George 
Mason University. The study, written by a 
program director at the Brookings Insti- 
tution and a Vanderbilt professor, demon- 
strated that the government’s stated aims 
couldn’t justify its regulations. 

As noted by the Mercatus Center: 
“Even the modest environmental benefits 
are overstated because they are based on 
projected benefits to the world — not just 
to citizens of the United States. This ap- 
pears to be the first time the U.S. govern- 
ment has employed this type of benefits 
measure.” (Emphasis in original.) 

No corner of the economy can escape 
the regulators. Americans are being taxed 
royally to pay for those meddlers in Wash- 
ington — hoping not that the government 
will do something for them, but rather 
praying that the bureaucracy won’t do 
something fo them. 

It’s a faint hope Hl 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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BY WILLIAM F. JASPER 


Judge Blasts Federal Conspiracy; 
Ranch Family Vindicated — Again! 


etween the beginning 
of June and the end of 
August, an amazing 


drama unfolded in the court- 
room of Robert C. Jones, chief 
judge of the United States 
District Court of Nevada. It 
should have received front- 
page billing across the coun- 
try, but has been completely 
ignored by the major media. 

In a June 6 bench state- 
ment, Judge Jones charged 
federal officials of the U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS) and 
the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM) with violating 
previous court judgments and 
engaging in a decades-long 
conspiracy against Nevada rancher Wayne Hage and his family. 
Judge Jones described the agencies’ actions against the Hages as 
“abhorrent,” and also noted that he had asked the local U.S. at- 
torney to attend the hearing for consideration of criminal prose- 
cution of BLM field manager Tom Seley and USFS ranger Steve 
Williams for contempt of court. However, the judge suggested 
that it may be necessary for the Department of Justice to appoint 
an outside prosecutor, since the local U.S. attorney may already 
be compromised. He instructed the U.S. Attorney’s office: “I 
will require them to account back to me in six months — within 
six months, as to any action they’ve taken.” 

On August 31, following a weeklong show-cause hearing for 
contempt charges, Judge Jones issued a blistering bench state- 
ment accusing USFS officials of lying to the court, attempting 
to mislead the court, abusing agency regulatory powers, and 
engaging in a pattern of threats and intimidation to coerce wit- 
nesses. The judge charged that Seley and Williams had used 
illegal means in an attempt “to kill the business of Mr. Hage.” 
Judge Jones, in effect, “fired” Seley and Williams. “Mr. Seley 
can no longer be an administrator in this BLM district. I don’t 
trust him to be unbiased. Nor can he supervise anybody in this 
district,” the judge stated in his order from the bench. 

First, back to Judge Jones’ June 6 bench ruling. “So I’m find- 
ing and concluding as a matter of law,” said the judge, “that the 
government and the agents of the government in that locale, 
sometime in the ’70s and ’80s, entered into a conspiracy, a liter- 
al, intentional conspiracy, to deprive the Hages of not only their 
permit grazing rights, for whatever reason, but also to deprive 
them of their vested property rights under the takings clause, and 
I find that that’s a sufficient basis to hold that there is irreparable 
harm if I don’t — and it’s in the public interest, if I don’t restrain 
the government from continuing in that conduct.” 

Seley and Williams attempted to extort money out of third- 
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E. Wayne Hage (left), with Wayne N. Hage, and his grandaughter Kristin 


party ranchers who had leased 
cattle to Wayne N. Hage. 
They issued trespass notices 
for which they demanded 
payments, and in one instance 
coerced a $15,000 settlement. 

“Especially the collection 
from innocent others of thou- 
sands of dollars for trespass 
notices is abhorrent to the 
Court,” the judge stated, “and 
I express on the record my of- 
fense of my own conscience 
in that conduct. That’s not 
just simply following the law 
and pursuing your manage- 
ment right, it evidences an 
actual intent to destroy their 
water rights.” 

In fact, Judge Jones accused the federal bureaucrats of “‘racke- 
teering” under the federal RICO (Racketeer Influenced and Cor- 
ruption Organizations) statute, extortion, mail fraud, and fraud. 

The August show-cause hearing gave further evidence the 
abuses that so offended the court were not limited to localized 
actions by Seley and Williams. The USFS and BLM sent a high- 
powered lineup of officials from Washington, D.C., and state 
and regional offices to defend their policies, practices, and em- 
ployees. But Judge Jones was not buffaloed. He subjected them 
to intense questioning and made witness credibility findings in 
which USFS Region 4 Director Harv Forsgren was found to be 
lying to the court, and the Nevada head of the USFS, Jeanne 
Higgins, was found not entirely truthful. After those findings, 
several other named federal officials did not testify. Judge Jones 
also let it be known that some of the named officials — par- 
ticularly Seley and Williams — may be personally liable for 
thousands of dollars in fines and damages. 

Longtime readers of THE NEW AMERICAN will recognize this 
case; we have been reporting on the Hage v. U.S. property rights 
case for many years. We have featured interviews with, and ar- 
ticles by, Wayne Hage. For many years, Wayne Hage — cowboy, 
author, scholar, patriot, patriarch, Christian gentleman — fought 
an epic and lonely battle against a conspiracy of lawless bureau- 
crats who operated under the color of law. He repeatedly won 
judgments in court, only to see them ignored or appealed in an 
endless appeals process by the offending bureaucrats, who had ac- 
cess to unlimited taxpayer funds — including Hage’s own taxes. 
Wayne Hage died in 2006, but his family has carried on his fight. 

The outrage expressed by Judge Jones should be echoed by all 
Americans — and should be directed at members of Congress 
to exercise their duties to restrain, penalize, and/or abolish the 
federal agencies that are involved in abusive, criminal, and un- 
constitutional actions against the American people. 
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